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ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEWS WITH

MRS. VELMA G. BRADSHAW

June 6 and 16, 1997
Bluefield, Virginia

Interviewers: Rita Wicks-Nelson, Ph.D. and Ancella Radford Bickley, Ed.D.
Transcriptionist: Gina Kehali Kates

AJ!: Hello, this is Ancella Bickley.

Rita Wicks-Nelson and I are in Bluefield, Virginia, talking

with Mrs. Bradshaw. Today is June 6th , 1997. Okay. This is Mrs. Velma Bradshaw in Bluefield,
Virginia.
RW-N: Mrs. Bradshaw, we have some particular things that we're interested in asking you about.

But many of them you will just get to as you talk about your life, all right, so next time we see
you, ifwe still have questions, we'll ask you more questions. Today we'll be a little bit openended and just let you talk about what you want. Uh, it's probably easier for people, though, to
begin sort of at the beginning, right. And so, if you will start out by giving us your birth-, where
you were born and your birth date and then perhaps telling us about your original family, mom,
dad, whoever reared you, okay. We can start there and then go any place where you want.

YJ!: All right:. My name is Velma G. Bradshaw.

I did not have a middle name so after I married,

the G is my maiden initial.
RW-N: And what is that initial?

VB: Gillispie.
RW-N: Gillispie? (VB: Mmm-hmm) G-...

VB: Gillispie, G-i-1-1-i-s-p-i-e. (RW-N: Okay) Right. I was born in Bluefield, Virginia, on
January 7th, 19 hundred 28. I am number two of eleven children. Mom and Dad married July
15th, 1925. Uh, at that time, we lived in Bluefield, Virginia. I was in Bluefield, Virginia, until I
was about three years old. We then moved to Bluefield, West Virginia. I have spent my life
between the two Bluefields. [chuckling] Uh, I started to school on the West Virginia side, in
Bluefield, West Virginia, at the age of four. [chuckling] My sister was six and I was four. And
my sister went to school the day she was supposed to. And I just acted so bad, Mom said, "Okay,
I'm going to get you ready the next day and I'm going to let you go." And that was all was said.

So, I went on to school the next day with my sister. So, when I got to school, the teacher asked

me how old I was. I said, ''I'm five." [laughing] So, if you were five, you could go. So,
therefore, I got an early age, got started at an earlier age than I should have.

RW-N: So you stayed in school after that?

VB: I did, I did. I graduated from Bluefield, Virginia, at the age of 16, down here in Bluefield,
Virginia, at the high school at the age of 16, by getting an early start. I always loved, loved
school. To miss school was, oh, that was hard for me. And with Mother having so many children
there would be days that-you know, a long time ago how they-, parents would ask you to stay at
home with the children. And when it was my time to stay at home, I was, I would just do
anything for my older sister to stay for me because she didn't like school as well as I did, to keep
from missing1school. And I always wanted to be a teacher, always wanted to be a teacher. When
we were just youngsters and we were playing games, we would-, school was one of my favorite
games. Let me be the teacher. [laughing]
AB: You said that your family moved to Bluefield, West Virginia, when you were very young.

(VB: Uh-huh) And, but then you graduated from high school over here.

VB: Then we moved back.
AB: How old were you when you moved back?

VB: When I, when I moved back? Let' see, uh, fourteen. I was fourteen 'cause I finished-, I
went to-, moved back and went to school in Bluefield, Virginia, for two years.
AB: Before you graduated?

VB: Before I graduated.
AB: What kind of work did your fat her do?
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VB: My father worked for the railroad, uh, when I was younger, but as, by the time, by the time,

by the time I was about twelve, my father began to ail, he sort of began-, he became disabled. He
just didn't, didn't have really a steady job. He just sort of worked, you know, here and there,
here and there. And uh, he wasn't with the railroad any more. So, when we moved back to
Bluefield, he decided that we were just gonna come back to Bluefield, Virginia, because his father
owned property in Bluefield, Virginia. And we had come back to Bluefield, Virginia, to live in
one of the homes that they already owned. So, then we moved back to Bluefield, Virginia. And
as I say, then he just sort of did odd jobs. Until later, he started to work at the Bluefield
Sanitarium, it was then, in Bluefield, West Virginia. It is now Bluefield Regional.

RW-N: What was Bluefield Sanitarium in those days?
VB: A hosp~al.
RW-N: A hospital for all kinds of cases?
VB: Ye~ it was a hospital for, yeah. ...

RW-N: All kinds of cases; it was just called a sanitarium?
VB: ... yeah, yeah. It was just called sanitarium. That was the name ofit, Bluefield Sanitarium.

Yeah, that was our, that was our hospital. There were two of 'em in Bluefield. That was one of
them.

AB: Did your mother work?
VB: Mother worked, yes.

AB: What did she do?
VB: Mother ... Mother was, Mother went to what they called BCI. And so Mother was pretty well
qualified for jobs, for working. Mother worked as a ...they had a project they called the
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Sewing... what was that called? It was one of those WPA or whatever projects. And Mother was,
Mother was a supervisor for that sewing class that they had.

RW-N: Now, what-, did you say she went to BCI? Like B... ?

YI!: Yeah.
AB: Bluefield Colored Institute.

VB: Bluefield Colored Institute.
RW-N: BCI.
VB: It's Bluefield State College then was Bluefield Colored Institute.
RW-N: So, that was the beginning ofit.
~: Was your mother from. .. where?
VB: My mother was from Tazewell, Virginia. My dad was born in Russell

County, Virginia.

RW-N: Can you, can you tell us a little bit, even before we go on, can you back up the family a
little bit and tell us about your grandparents or tell us about the background of your mother's
family and your father's family?
VB: Uh, I'll do the best that I can with that. [chuckling] (RW-N: Yeah, right) Well, when my, my
mother is from Tazewell. Mother came from a large family. Her uh, there were thirteen of them
Mother was the only one of her sisters and brothers that did go to Bluefield, to BCI. Uh, the
others, Mother's other sisters and brothers, lived around Tazewell In the late years, one of her
sisters moved to Columbus, Ohio. The rest of them are right around in Tazewell. At present
time, my mother has one brother living.
~: What was your mother's name?

VB: Mattie Jane Mitchell.
· RW-N: And that's spelled M-i-t-c-h-e-1-1? The usual way?

.YD,: Right, right. Mattie Jane Mitchell. Mmm-hmm.
AB: And she was one of thirteen children?
VB: One of thirteen children, uh-huh. And ... do you want me to go on with Mom or do you want

me to go with Dad?

AB: Do you know her mother and father's name?
VB: Yes, I do. Her mother's name, Nancy ... Nancy Moore. (AB: M-o-o-r-e?) M-o-o-r-e. I've

got it all over in the bible, too, if I missed that one. [chuckling]

AB: And her father?
VB: And her father was Robert Mitchell.

AB: Were either of them children of slaves?
VB: No, no, they were not. Their parents were, but they were not.

RW-N: Their parents were?
VB: Uh-huh, their parents were.

RW-N: So it was another generation?
VB: Right, right. Because I know my grandmother, when she used to talk-, tell us about her
mother, that uh, she was a slave as a giri her mother, she said, was about, she used to talk about
her mother when she was about eight years old. And she was.

RW-N: Do you know where they were slaves?

I

I
I

VB: No, the only place I've known Mom, Grandmom and Mom, to ever talk about was Tazewell.
(RW-N: mmm-hmm) Was Tazewell, Virginia. So, I don't know.
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AB: Do you know what was the name of the slave in your family... your mother's-,
grandmother? Do you know her name?

-

VB: No, I don't think I have that; I don't think I have that in the bible, I don't think I have her

name in there. Because by the time I was, you know, old enough to take, to get some of this
business, you know, those older people were gone, mmm-hmm.

AB: What about your father's family?
VB: My father's mother was, name was, Mary Jane, Mary Jane Ward.

A!!: Mmm-bmrnm.

And your father?

YJ!: His father was Moses, Moses Gillispie.

Now, I don't know anything about my dad's family

other than [inaudible].

A!!: They wei:e all from Tazewell, too?
VB: They were from Russell County. (AB: Russell County) Russell County, Virginia. Uh, my
dad says they came to Bluefield when he was just a youngster, maybe about twelve. They, now
they lived, when they were in Russell County, they lived on a farm that where you work for
someone, I guess you call it sharecropping or whatever. And uh, there was a disagreement
between my grandfather and the man that he worked for. So, he decided to load the family up on
a, in a horse and wagon, and come to what was then called Bluefield, Virginia, was then called
Graham. It was in Graham, Virginia. And they came on to Graham, Virginia. And that's where
my dad lived.

RW-N: And did he come, did your father come from a large family?
VB: Yes, let me see how many, let's see... John, Mose, Avery, Mary...there were seven of them,
seven.
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RW-N: And you knew them as you were growing up?

VB: As I, yeah, as I was growing up, yeah, I knew them. I knew them. Uh, I had, now, one aunt
I did not know; I knew my aunt Mary.

AJ!: And your father's name?
VB: My father's name was Jefferson. Jefferson L., Jefferson Lee Gillispie.

AB: And it was his family that owned the property, Mary Jane and Moses owned the property
here in. ..
VB: Right, in Bluefield, Virginia.

AJ!: ...that's what brought you all back. ...
YI!: That's what brought, yeah, that's what brought Dad back this way.

And then...

AB: Now, when your mother was teaching sewing classes for the WPA or whatever it was, was
she doing that here or over there?

VB: That was on the West Virginia side, see. That was during the time we moved to West
Virginia. We were in West Virginia from the time I was about, I was about three until I was
about, until I was about fourteen, at that time. We were out, the only time we were not in
Bluefield, West Virginia, was about six months, when Dad worked on the railroad, he was
transferred to Kimball for about six months. So out of that time, they went to Kimball for about
six months, then right back to Blue-, he was transferred back to Bluefield. So, that's [inaudible].

AB: So when she came back over here, did she stop working, your mother?
VB: When Mother came to Bluefield, Virginia? No, Mother worked. But then my-, Mother also
worked in nursery school, too, in Bluefield. Mother worked nursery school, and she worked at
night, worked at night school, worked night school. And when she lived in Bluefield, Virginia,
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Mother worked, she did then, she did domestic work. She worked for the ...

RW-N: Now, had her family done farming in Tazewell? Do you know?
VB: No, her father always worked at what they called, a place called lime kiln. He worked at the
lime kiln. (AB: Mmm-hmm) And uh, it seemed that Mom had, you know, from what I could see,

and from what Mom has said, Mom always seemed to have had a pretty good life-, living, you
know? He always provided for them, they always had. And I used to love to go to Grandma's
because when you went to Grandma's, she made all these big old big pies and cooked all kinds of
good things, you know. [laughter]

RW-N: And that was-, was that in a place where they produced lime, am I hearing that
correctly?

.YJ!: Yeah, they did.

Have you ever heard of that before?

AJ!: But now I heard it in a different context.

They have plays and things down there, the

theatrical [inaudible].
VB: Uh-huh, yeah, this was a big old mill (AB: Mmm-hmm) And where they had uh, you know,

where they really made, where they really made lime.

RW-N: So it's 1-i-m-e.
VB: L-i-m-e.

!Y!: ... k-i-1-n.
.YJ!: Uh-huh.
RW-N: Two words? (AB: Yes, two words.)
VB: Uh-huh. So, that's where he worked. Now, Grandma never did work. Grandmother, my
grandmother, my mother's mother, never worked.
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AB: And you say you always wanted to be a teacher. (VB: Uh-huh) Why? Why?
Y)!: I don't know, I just, I just wanted ...

A]!: Did you know any teachers?
VB: No, I did not.
AB: I mean other than those you saw in school?
VB: Just ...

AB: ... neighbor or...?
VB: But even before I started to school, when I was just a little old bitty thing, I'd always tell
Mom, you know how you start telling your parents what you want to be, and I was just, I just
wanted to be a teacher, just wanted to be a teacher. And uh, the only teacher that I really knew,
too, was Mom bad an aunt that taught. (RW-N: uh-huh) Hi. That's my son [VB is speaking to
someone who walked into the adjoining room] Mom had an aunt that was a teacher. But really I
wasn't around her that much, and didn't know that much about her until later Mom told me after
I wanted to be a teacher, she said, "Yeah," said, ''you know, my Aunt Crimson is a teacher," she
said. It was just that I always wanted to be. But it took me awhile to get there. [laughter] But I
always wanted to be a teacher.

RW-N: Tell us about those years during which you lived in Bluefield, West Virginia, from the
time you were three. You started school there? (VB: Right) What school did you start to go to?

VB: Jones Street School
RW-N: Jones?
VB: Jones Street School. And it's on Jones Street in Bluefield, West Virginia.

RW-N: Did you go to any other school there? Yes, you must have [inaudible] ...
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VB: After I finished, I graduated sixth grade, graduated from sixth grade top of my class. Then
we went to Genoa, from there to Genoa. Well. I went to Genoa until I was in-, and during that
time, they had A and B, had the one semester was a A and the other semester B. So, I, when I
left Bluefield, I was in the I OA. And uh, by being in the 1OA, I could not-in Virginia, they did
not have A's and B's. So I either had to do, either had to take 10th grade or 11th grade. And so,
since my grades were good, they let me go on to the 11th grade.
AB: Well. let me see if 1OA and I OB were the same as it was for me. That meant there was a

January group (VB: Right, right that was, yeah.) (AB speaking but inaudible]

VB: Right. And I was ill one year, was out of school quite a bit. And I missed some, and I'd
been so young, Mom suggested that they hold me back, that's how I got to be in the mid-term
class, Mom suggested they hold me back. 'Cause I don't think-, she never was real happy
[laughter] with me being in the class with my older sister because she did not think that I would
get to go. Because I, but I had heard, heard them talk, and I'd heard her say that if you're five,
you, born by a certain time, you can go. So, Mom had-, she sent me, having no idea that I was
going to put my age up to five. (laughter] So, then she had them to hold me back, so that's how I
got to be in that mid-term class. So, then when I got to-, when I came down here, they put me
into the 11th grade. So, I was down here for two years. Well, while I was-, so that-, then Genoa
was the high school. So uh, now, later they had Park Central. But during the time I was going,
Genoa was a high school.

RW-N: Now when you were in ...
VB: Went there through the 10th.

RW-N: .... throughout those years those schools were for black students only?

VB: Black students only.
RW-N: And that was true when you came to Virginia here, it was true.
VB: Right that was true, right.
RW-N: What was life like for you as a child? During those years, again, when you lived in West
... ?
Virgtrua.
VB: Well, uh, in West-, Ienjoyed .... you know, we were .... There were lots of blacks in Bluefield.
And I thoroughly, and I, you know, liked school, I thoroughly eajoyed going to school, and I

always liked to be on programs. And every time a program would come up, I'd wanna little
speech and I always eajoyed that. The only thing I did not really enjoy was my older sister did not
like for me to go with her places. And I just loved her so, I wanted to go every place that she
went. But she didn't want me to have the same friends that she did. That was the only thing that .
bothered me coming along. And every chance, and oh, and I would just do anything I could for
her to get-, so she would talce me and let me go with her, and let her friends be my friends. And
another thing I didn't like too much as I came along, by being with her and her friends, they
treated me like I was a little girl, you know? They would slip around and talk about things. And
she would say, "Don't let Velma hear." [laughter] And that sort of bothered me, and I would fuss
with them a little bit. I'd fuss with her, with Marie and her friends, a little bit. Then we were all
right. And uh, we were-, as I came along, as a youngster, I was pretty hard to play with, because
I would cheat. [laughter] We would play ball, we would play ball, you know, play baseball. And
they would put me out and I would

know I was out. "Oh, no, I'm not; oh, no, I'm not." And I

have been so thankful and so grateful that I can look back on that now, it's funny, and thank God,
that, you know, that I didn't, really he did change me because I didn't know I was like that.
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[laughing]
~: You said that uh, you all would stay out of school or you'd be kept out of school. Did your
mother keep you out to help with family chores or something?

VB: Ye~ with the younger children. See, sometimes if Dad was gonna work, see, with Momma
working, and if Dad was working somewhere that day, and then nobody-cause Daddy kept us a
lot. See, with him not working, having a regular job, my dad kept us, kept us, kept the children a
lot. But if they both had something to do, Mom would ask, someone would have to stay with the
younger children. And with me being number two, it was either the older one or they would have
medo it.

AB: Did you have to help with the family chores (VB: Yes) like the laundry?

Y!!: Yes, yes,:I helped.

You know, when you're number two with all those children, you really

work. [chuckling] Now, as, as I noticed a lot, the ones that were young-, the younger children,
they just didn't have to do things that Marie and I did. (AB: mmm-hmm, mmm-hmm) Yeah, we
did. And changed babies diapers and, you know, take care of the babies and help Mom wash and
hang up the clothes.

RW-N: Those were incredibly busy years for your mother, [inaudible words] basically that was
the time she was having her large family and working outside the home.

VB: Right, yes, and working, too, uh-huh, yes.
AB: Uh, we get into World War II, I think. Where were you living? Over here or over there?
VB: Over on the Virginia side, during World War II. Because that, uh, that was, see, I finished
high school like in 1944. And I was, I was on the Virginia side. Because I was, when uh, no,
let's see, I was thinking .... Did I meet my-I met my husband after he crune out of the service.
-12-

See, Barbara was born in, my sister was born in '44, and we were living in Virginia then. The war
started when? About forty-? (AB: '41) Forty-one.

A)!: How did you get to Bluefield State?

YJ!: The bus, by talcing the bus.
AB: But what made you decide to go and how could your family- how-, did your family help you
go? Or did you get a scholarship? Or how did you get the money to go to school?

VB: Okay. I went to, uh, during the time that I went to Bluefield State, if you went as an in-state
student, the tuition was only $26.50 per semester. So, during that time, Mom had a cousin that
lived in Bluefield and I would stay with Mattie sometimes, with Mom's cousin lots of times. So
therefore, she said, "Well, you .... " And I was working, I had finished high school, and I was
working som,, and I was staying with Mattie some. So she said, ''If you want to go to school,
just go from my address and you can go for $26.50~' So that I did, because I-and I had earned
the money to go. I finished high school in 1944 but I did not start to college until 1946. And
then because I saved my money to go.

AB: Where did you work?
VB: You know then you worked for, just worked around, domestic work, babysitting. And when
I finished high school that summer, I got a job babysitting in Bluefield, West Virginia. And this
lady had two children. And I would baby sit. And I don't think you made but about $5 a week,
or something, you know, you didn't make a lot of money. But I baby sat, and I saved my money.

Uh, bought my clothes, sort of just took care ofmysel£ And I was-, had planned to stay out a
year, okay. So I had saved my money. And when it was about time for school, my sister that
was 16 years younger than I, became ill. She was sick. Well, I don't know what happened with
-13-

Mom and Dad, but they didn't have any-they had spent every penny, no money to take her to
the doctor. So lloaned them some ofmy college money, you know, [chuckling] for them to take
her to the doctor. Well, that made me wait another semester. I saved and went on, saved another
semester. Well, by the time I started in '46, I went to college for a year and a half. By that time, I
was-, had my boyfriend and we decided, decided to get married. So, I got married in 1947. Did I
get married ... yeah, I got married in 1947. Let me see if my years are right, let me see. I
graduated in '44, I was out for a year and a half: '44, '45, I started in January of '46. I went the
whole year of '46 and a semester, yeah, yeah, yeah, I'm about right there.

AB: Was your husband somebody that you had known from Virginia or that you met somewhere
else, or what?

YD,: I met miµ in Virginia after he, when he came back from service. That's why I was
wondering, ~ I was wondering a little while ago, when I really met him. When he came back
from service, I met him.

RW-N: You were about 19 when you married?

Y}!: I was 19 when I married.
RW-N: And he was how old?

YD,: Twenty-one.
AB: So, he was young, too.

VB: Uh-huh, yeah. [chuckling]

RW-N: Did you,~ did your, now your oldest sister, what's her name?
VB: Marie.

RW-N: Marie. Now, did Marie go to college?
-14-

.Y]!: No, Marie dropped out of high school as a junior.
RW-N: Uh-huh. And did you, when you were in high schooL did you have plans to go to
college?

VB: Yes, I always wanted to 'cause I wanted to be a teacher! [chuckling]

RW-N: You had to go to college for that.
VB: Had to go to college, had to go to college to be a teacher.

RW-N: And you had told that to your mother and father?
VB: Uh-huh.

RW-N: I mean, they had-, knew it all along?

Y,!!: They knew it all along that I planned to go.
RW-N: Did they encourage their children in general to go to college? Or Marie? Or they just
knew you were going to do it and ... ? Was that ... ?

VB: They knew I was going to. I, I never somehow, I thought lots about that. With Mother,
during that time, a lot of, a lot of blacks didn't go to BCI, you know, didn't go that far in school.
And with Mom getting that far in schooL because then you could teach with what you call a twoyear normal or whatever. You could teach then, really. And with Momma going as far as school
as she did, I don't know why Mother wasn't a little more, a little harder on the children than she
was. (RW-N: mm-hmm) Now, I really wanted to. Now, my oldest sister, when she was ready to
drop out, she did. And you know, they, Mom and Dad let her go. And I would fuss at her and
try to get her to come on, come on, come on. And then the one that's after me, she dropped out,
you know.

RW-N: In high school?
-15-

VB: High school.

RW-N: And what about the rest of them? Have any of them completed college?
l1}: Only two ofus completed college. I have one, that I was referring to a little while ago, that's
16 years younger than I, was born the same year I finished high school. She is teaching now,
she's a teacher at Bluefield Junior High School.

AB: So, do all of your brothers and sisters live in this area?
Y]!: No, I have two sisters that live in Maryland, and a, and . one sister and two brothers that live
in Dayto~ Ohio. And the others ofus live around here in Bluefield.

RW-N: Now, your mother, when she went to college, she went to college for two years?

VB: Yes, Mother went ...
RW-N: Themshe could teach, then?
Y}!: Yeah, then she (RW-N: right) could, uh-huh, yes, yes. Of the, of the, of the eleven ofus,

Mother has ten ofus living. And we have one dead, one brother dead, that's after me. So, I
have, uh, right now I have seven living sisters and two brothers.

AB: And are you all a close family?
VB: Yes, we are. Yes, we are.
RW-N: And are your parents alive?
YJ!:No: No.

RW-N: When did they die?

YJ.!: Uh, my dad died the same year that I married, in 19 hundred 47.

And Mom died in 1981.

AB: She lived a long time after your father's death.
VB: Mom did, uh-huh. And I took her to live, when she became ill. Mom was still in the same
-16-

house that we moved back to when we left Bluefield and came back to Bluefield, Virginia. Mom
lived there the rest of her life. And then, that's when I was about 14, and we came back; Mom
lived there the rest of her life. Until Mom became ill in the '70s. And, uh, so I asked her- it got
to the place it was working me to death trying to teach and take care ofmy family, and go see
about her. So, I said, "Mom, you're going to have to live with one ofus. So you make a choice,
and decide who you want to live with." So, I said, "I'll call any of them you want. We'll take
you." So I said, "Now, let me know, as soon as you make up your mind." Well, she made her
mind up overnight! I went back the next day, and she said, "Vehna, I want to live with you." So
I said, "Okay." So Mom came to live with me. And Mom became an invalid before she died.
She couldn't walk or talk. So, I took care of Mom. And along with Mom came a retarded sister
that I have now; Jane is the last of one ofus. And uh, Jane is 50. So, she's still-, Jane is still with
me. So I kept, when Mom died, I kept her.
AB: Uh, after you married, you went back to college, is that it?
VB: Yes, yes. I was out of college for twelve years. I have four children. I have four children.
So, I was out of college for four years. All the time I was saying, "I'm going back, because I
wanted to be a teacher." [laughter] So I kept saying, "I'm going back, I'm going back." Well, I
think some of them, some of my family had given up on me. So, but all along by- and I lived
with my mother. After-, Albert and I married the same year that my father died. And then, my
husband worked on the railroad. So, we just moved in with Mom and helped Mom with the
children, because Mom had young children. Jane was, Jane was born in '46. Jane was just a year
old. So, we moved on in and helped Mom, you know. And Mom went to, Mom started working
for the Kammers. Have you heard of the Kammer Furniture Company in Bluefield?
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AB: Yes, I believe I've ... [a few inaudible words]
RW-N: How do you spell that?
VB: Kammers? K-a-m-m-e-r-s, Kammers, or K-a-m-m-e-r, Kammer. Mom worked for the

Kammers. And she'd go, and so I told her, I said, "You go," because I wasn't working then; I
was at home having children. So I had-, I have four, three girls and one boy. So uh, Mom would
go to work in the mornings about nine, and she'd stay until after supper. So, I would just sort of,
I just sort of took over the house for her. So I was at home there for twelve years. In the

meantime, Mormna's children were all in school. And with the ones in school, see, I got a chance
to help them. So I never really, I never really, really lost out a lot. And in the meantime, modem
math was introduced. [laughing] And of course, that was my field. Math was-, I was-, that was
what I was majoring in, math and English were my field, so I got a chance to keep up with
modem math. So, when I started...

AB: This by helping the little children with their homework?
VB: Yes, by helping my sisters and brothers. And then my children. And so, when I went on
back to school I thought maybe I would have to change my major when I went back. But since I
had kept up pretty good along the way, I stayed in the field.

RW-N: Hold on for a minute, let me get a picture of this. When you moved in with your mother
and your father ... (VB: Uh-) No, your father, I'm sorry...
VB: No, no, my father ...

RW-N: ... your father had died .

.Y]!: Right.
RW-N: During that time, you had four children (VB: right) and your mother had many children?
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(VB: Right) You had a lot of children in that home. (VB: Right) Okay.

~: How many were actually there?

YJ!: It'd be...see, eight.

Mom had eight plus four. Mom had eight. When I married, we moved

in together Mom had eight. But of course, you know, they began to marry and move out. (RWN: Gradually [inaudible]) And then my Sandy was born; by the time Sandy was born, Ruth had
moved. You know, so it was sort of like that, by the time there was Mom's eight and then by the
time Sandy, when I had my Sandy, Ruth had moved, so there was still eight, added one on. Then
later, uh, I had my second one, Debby. And by the time before Sheila was born, Betty had
married and moved out, so, you know, it was...

RW-N: Just a steady...(VB: Yeah, yeah). And meanwhile, Jane needed a lot of help, did she not?
VB: Uh, well, Jane, see Jane was born, Jane was born in '46. During that time, it was, it was,
yeah. Jane was born in '46, so she was just a little one.

RW-N: Yes. Did she, did she require a lot of care (VB: Yes, yes) compared to the other
children?

VB: She did. But uh, she wants-, Jane walked when she was three years old-she was a late
walker. But when she was three years old, she walked. And she could, she could talk some,
never, you know, never, never plain. And we started her to school, knowing they were going to
ask us to take her out because, see, they didn't have special education then. So, we started to
school, and of course she'd get up any time she got ready, walk around and bother the children.
So, we had to take her out of school So, then, she, she was at home all the time. So, we had to
care for her all the time then;

AB: She never got a chance to go back to school?
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,Y!!: Never got a chance to go back. (AB: Mmm-hmm) Because by the ti-, when they started
special education by then she was so old, you know, there wasn't much we could do with her
then, by putting her back in school. And during that time, see, I was at home with Jane. Mom
was working, and I was there with Jane.

RW-N: What kind of work was your husband doing at that time?
VB: Railroad, he was a brakeman. He was a brakeman on the N & W Railroad.
RW-N: Did he have irregular hours in that job?

,Y!!: No, he was on what you'd call the "extra list". It was this, you know, they'd call you, you
had to be around for when they called you. And you could always call 'em and see, you'd say,
"How do I stand?" And they'd say if you were next or first out or second out. Sometimes he'd
be way dowmthe line, twelve or whatever. And he'd know, so they'd know where they could go
and where they could not go. They had what they called an extra list. So he worked on that until
he later worked up to a job going from 3 to 11, you know, a regular job. But then he was on the
extra list.

RW-N: So, you pooled your money with your mom and had one big family together?

YI!: Yes.

We more or less-, we really, see, with Mom, after my dad died, you know how long it

takes to get any-, to get a check. So, it took about I think it took about four months to get
anything going. So Albert-, we just moved on in and sort of just took care of the family. And
while we were there, while Albert worked on the railroad and made a good salary. And so we
didn't pay rent, we bought groceries, you know, sort of like (RW-N: Mmm-hmm, worked it out.)
lived together as a family, just sort of help. Uh-huh. And so that was-, I was there with the
children and we bought the food. So we got, so we worked it out well.
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AB: So, you were really sort of a second mother to your (VB: Right) brothers and sisters. (VB:
Right) How's that relationship now? Do they still see you in that, in that role?

VB: They do, they really do. You know, there's always going to be-, with that many, there's
always going to be one or two that's gonna sort of, you know, do the opposite. And that sixteenyear-, the one that I said was sixteen years younger than I am, she's the one that has tried to, has
tried to break up the family. And, and she was like my daughter. I, you know, went to PTA, was
president of the PTA when she was in high schooi you know, because Mom, my mom never went
any place but work, and church. Work and church were the only places Mom ever went. So, I
was a member of the PTA because Barbara was going, and then later my children started school
Did everything for her. As a matter of fact, people would see us together so much they thought I
was Barbara's mother. And by the time, here in the last...I'll say the last eight or ten years, she
has just caused all kinds oftrouble for me. [chuckling] But I don't pay, I don't pay any attention
to her, you know, because I spoiled her when she was a little one. And she would, you know, call
this one in Washington, you know how they can try to keep something going. But I was
determined, I said, "You all can do anything you want to, as long as I've been with you all, and
been like a mother to you, you're not going to break this family up." So, now we're doing all
right. I just wouldn't let it happen. [laughing] So, we're doing fine now.

AB: So, you and your mother and children are living together, (VB: Mmm-hmm) and what-, how
was it you got back to going to school again?

VB: Okay. So, as I say, it was twelve years, I was twelve years getting back. Well, I kept saying
each year-, my daughter-, "Well, if I don't hurry up and get out, I won't have, I know I won't be
able to go because it'll be time for Sandy to go." So, I decided, now, I'd better get going as part
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time. I don't remember the year. But at any rate, I got started going part-time and working.
During that time, I worked in the school cafeteria. I worked in the cafeteria and took part-time
classes. So ....

AB: At Bluefield State? You were working in the Bluefield State cafeteria?
VB: No, I worked at the Memorial School cafeteria. (AB: Which was what?) It was an

elementary school. It was an all-white school during that time. And I worked there.

AB: How old were your children at that point?
VB: Uh, Sandy must have been about twelve. She was about twelve, I'd say. So, I started parttime classes and went back until-, then I had to quit my job to do my practice teaching. And I
graduated from Bluefield State in 1965. And Sandy started in 1966. [laughter] So, I did get out
in time for my children to get to school.

AB: Now, tell me, when you went back to school as a returning student, you were probably a
little bit older than students in your classes. (VB: Oh, yes) How did you deal with that? How
did they relate to you and how did you deal with that?

VB: You know, the children that I was going to school with were the, about the age ofmy sister
Barbara, you know, this one that was sixteen years younger. They were a lot of them about her
age. And some of them were friends that she, were her friends. So, by lots of them being her
friends, it was, it was fine. So, I got along well with them. And they were so helpful to me. It
was, "Do you need me to do anything for you? Do you understand this? Do you understand
that?" And of course, in turn, I would help them math-wise, [chuckling] some of them. But I had
no problems.

RW-N: You were about thirty-one when you went bac.k to school?
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VB: I'm, it's, I'm thinking thirty-two. Because thirty-one is good, cause I was thinking about

thirty-two.
RW-N: It might be thirty-two. (VB: Okay) And uh, during the time that you were out of school,

you always knew you'd go back, or just wanted to go back?
Y)!: Wanted to go back, and looking forward to it. Looking forward to it.

RW-N: And you knew that you would go back?
VB: And had told my husband, mmm-hmm, and I told him when we married, I said, "I'm going

back. I'm going back."
RW-N: And he said... ? He just accepted that?

VB: Yes, he did. He knew it was something I had to do.
RW-N: That was never an issue when the time crune to go? (VB: No, it was never an issue) And

you went back at about 19-, well, you went back part-time so you went back what? 1962,
something like that, '61.

YI!: About '61, because I finished, I graduated in '65.

Yeah, so it must have been about '61

when I went back.
RW-N: Did you ever have anyone from the community comment on that? I understand that, that

Barbara's friends treated you well, and you got along fine in class. (VB: Yeah, yeah) Did you
ever have any other kinds of reactions from people?

VB: Well, no, as far as I'm concerned I didn't because I've always been a person that, you know,
I never paid any attention to what people said. I knew what I wanted to do, and I didn't bother
around in other people's business. And it didn't bother me because my husband would say to me,
said, ''Oh, so-and-so and so-and-so said, what's Velma doing going back to schoo}/' ... you know.
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.. [chuckling]

RW-N: So there was some talk... ?
VB: Yeah, yeah, yes. And he would say, "Well, that's what she wants to do. And I've always
known that's what she wanted to do." And he was, he was the kind of a husband that let me, he
knew, he knew I was grown and he knew what I wanted to do. And a matter of fact, he
depended a lot on me. You know, I always paid the bills, he'd bring the money and I'd pay the
bills and do things like that. And so ifl had, and he promised me when we married, "Okay, you
can go back, you can go to school whenever, whenever you want to."

RW-N: Why did you not continue right away, when you were married?

YJ!: Well, after I got married, I had, I, as a matter of fact, I was pregnant when I got married,
[chuckling] so that's, I probably would have kept up, had it not been for that, so then I dropped
out. Then after I had the one, I had three more. So they just, that just kept me out.

RW-N: And uh. .. what was I going to say? I'll ask you more about that, and I will (VB: how
did ... ) because I too went back to school around that time and (Velma: Yeah) and was having a
family and I'm very interested in your experience.
A)!: What did the children think about your going back, your own children?

VB: Oh, they looked forward to it. They, I'd, they had always been told that I was going back.
AB: Did you have to rearrange family chores in order to go back to school? And did they help
with, with things at home? I me~ the cooking or the dishwashing or so?
VB: Well, the good thing, by the time I was ready to go back to schoo4 Mom wasn't feeling that

well. So by-, not too long after I started back to schoo4 Mom didn't work any more. That's how
things worked out. So, when Mom didn't work any more, then Mom was home with my
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children. So, it just worked out, it just really worked out. God really worked things out.
RW-N: And somehow you managed it financially.

VB: Yes, yes.
RW-N: And was that, did you have to be careful to manage that financially?

.YJ!: Well uh, see, I worked after I had the children. See, I kept some kind of a little job going.
My husband worked on the railroad, and I worked like in the school cafeteria. And the~ some of
the teachers, some of these ladies that I worked with in the school cafeteria, would sometimes ask
me

if I'd come maybe and do a little ironing or a little something, you know, just made little

money like that. And, uh-huh, and with a-, so I-, and I looked forward to going, you know, to
going back. By then the tuition was up a little higher, but. ... [laughing]
AB: But youJived at home, took a bus into schooi (VB: Yes) or did you have a car or what?

,Y!!: We~ I, the bus. I didn't have a car when I started back. I didn't, I took the bus to school.
Or my-, then later my husband, my husband got a car and he would talce me sometimes. But I
didn't drive. I didn't learn to drive unta until I was, I had been teaching several years when I
started to drive.
AB: So, when you finished school the~ finished Bluefield State, how did you go about getting a

job?

Y,!!: Uh, I uh, I applied in Mercer County, Tazewell County, and I received a letter from Danville,
Virginia. They were some kind of a place where they were looking for teachers, and evidently got
the names, got names from Bluefield State, I guess. And I received a letter from Danville,
Virginia. Well, I was-, during that time, during the time I started teaching, schools were not,
schools were still segregated. And these black teachers that had these jobs in these schools, you
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know, they held on to those, those jobs. So, that meant that I had to leave. But I had a promise
of a job. Right down here at Ira, that uh, Grand Manor you all passed (AB: yes) that was my high
schooL that used to be my high school. So, I had a promise of a job there. And the man that lives
right here on the corner was principal then. And he was gonna give me a-, because they had had a
math substitute, and he had promised me a job. But in the meantime, the schooL they integrated
schools by, by then. So, I .didn't get the job. But I took the job in Danville; I wrote and applied
down in Danville, got the job in Danville, Virginia. So, in the first year I taught, I worked in
Danville, Virginia. There were ...

A!!: Was that at the Danville County Training School by any chance?
VB: Pennsylvania County High School, it was called, the name ofit was, what was the name of
the high school? It was Pennsylvania County. Southside Hig~ Southside High School.

RW-N: Now, how far away is this place?

Y!!: Danville, Virginia is, it was about a, I'll tell you what.

I would leave home on, see, my

husband worked on the railroad. So, I could ride the trains for free. They had a pass, I could ride
the train. I left ...

END TAPE 1-SIDE 1
BEGIN TAPE 1- SIDE 2
AB: You were saying that you would leave home on Sunday night on your way.

VB: On Sunday night on my way. I'd leave home about 9, about 9 o'clock, might have been a

little earlier, but I'll say that, I'll keep it there, about 9. And I would get into Danville, Virginia
on, on Monday morning about 6 o'clock. And I'd take a cab to the place that I stayed. And I
would come home almost every weekend, because of the children, I'd come home about most
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every weekend.

AB: And your mother is man-, and your husband, are managing the children (VB: Right) while
you were away. Mm-hmm.

VB: Right, right, right. Mother, then Mother, by then Mother isn't working, Mother's there with
the children. And uh, so, I would get there in time to get myself a bath and ready for school. So,
I remember that was a night that I didn't go to bed. [chuckling] And I taught math, I taught math
all the years that I taught. And I taught math there for one year.

RW-N: Where did you live there?
VB: I lived...
RW-N: You rented a room or... ?

Y]!: I rentedi yeah, there was this elderly man, uh, he was about seventy-four. And he had a new
home; his wife had died a year or two before. And he was looking for a couple of teachers, just
like to stay with him. So, a couple ofus, there were two ofus that-, I had a room with him. He
was a very nice old Christian man. So, he was nice as he could be. So, and he just, just sort of
made me welcome to the house. Of course, this other lady from Roanoke, she was, she didn't
like, she never was happy. She was always, she was a divorcee, and always complained and
grumbled. And he would say, "Oh, Ms. Bradshaw, I sure wish Smith was like you." [chuckles]
And I said, ''Mr. Fuller, we're all different people. You have to take us, take us for who we are."
And I would, just like if! cooked anything, I'd offer him some, and he got to the place where he
looked forward to eating dinner with me. (laughterJ

RW-N: You had another family to take care 0£
VB: Yeah, I'd been-, but I was so used to people. (RW-N: mmm-hmrn) I'd always been around a
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lot of people. And for me to be without people, you know, it was kind of hard for me. So uh, I
worked there for a year. The next year, I received a letter from the Tazewell County School
Board- this was the second year of integration. I received a letter from the Tazewell County
School Board, uh, for a job. So, of course, I took the job. I went to workshop on the first day.
The principal said to me, "Well,I don't have anything for you to do." I said, "Well, well, I was
hired, I was hired by the superintendent." But-his name was Ross- I said, "Mr. Ross, if you
don't have anything for me to do ... " Hi. [talking to someone who just entered the room] ... That's
my grandson. He works for the post office. Uh, so I said, "If you don't have anything for me to
do, I'll just stay at home. And when you get something for me to do, you give me a call and I'll
be happy to come on in." So he looked at me. So, because I knew, the first year of integration,
the lady tha~ taught-, they took the teachers from Tazewell County and placed one here and one
there, one here and one there.
AB: The black teachers?
VB: The black teachers. One here, one there. So, the black teacher that had been placed at

Tazewell High School that first year, he didn't have anything for her to do. He-, she kept study
halls. He gave her study halls to keep. Okay, so, I had heard about that so I was determined I
wasn't going to teach study hall. So, I said to him, I said, ''Now, I'm a qualified math teacher." I
said, ''Now if you, when you get something for me to do, I'll be happy to come on in." So, he
moved around there through the day and uh, at the end, by the end of the day he came to me, and
he said, "You come on back in the morning." And I said, "Yes, I'll be happy to." But I was
really hired to go to Richlands, in the County-, to go to Richlands High School. But in the
meantime they decided that, they placed me at Tazewell High School and not Richlands High
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School. So, during that day the Richlands principal had told me that, and he said, "Oh, I'm so,
I'm so mad because I didn't get you." He said, "I was really looking forward to you." Now had I
gone on to Richlands, I might, I might have stayed with Tazewell County. That's where the
Elstons worked, that's where the Elstons worked. [VB is referring to a woman who also was
interviewed for this project.] They worked at Richlands. They went to Richlands that first year.
And they seemed to have.had happy years at Richlands. So, I worked at Tazewell High School
that year. Well, it wasn't, it was not a good year. And for me to do my best, I, I've got to be
kind of halfway happy about what I'm doing. I was not given a classroom. I was a roving
teacher. And that meant, you know, you've got to go from room to room. And when I would
leave, now, I had to make sure, when I left that classroom there was not a piece of paper on that
floor or anything, it had to be spotless. And get to my classroom up on, sometimes up on the
next floor, to try to get there with the children. Because it's pretty hard to go into a classroom
once the kids-, the children get there, and have them, you know, have it all in an uproar. So, one
day I left the one classroom and there was a piece of paper or two left on the floor, and it was
reported to the principal. So, the next day, "Ms. Bradshaw, you left paper on the floor." And I
said, "I beg your pardon. I did not leave any paper on the floor. I had not had any paper." I said,
"Maybe, maybe a student left paper on the floor." So, he said, "Okay, all right." I said, "But I
always ask students to clean up; I watch the time and I will ask them to get the paper up before
and watch out and clean up and let's get straight before I go." So, he, everything, when he could
find something to complain about, he complained. Otherwise, you know, it's never, never
nothing, never no conversation, nothing. But I worked that year, and was going back the next
year. In the meantime, I got a letter from McDowell County, and they were-, and asked me ifl
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wanted a job in math. And you know, McDowell County really isn't that far. So, I took it,
because I felt like-, because I'd always heard about McDowell County, you know, things were
pretty good in McDowell County. So, I thought, rather than go back and bother around with Mr.
Ross again, I would go to McDowell County. And I did. And I had seven good years in
McDowell County. I was hired at Coalwood Junior High School. And we-, I worked there for
two years. And then they moved,uh, the school closed and we moved on, they moved us on to
Big Creek High School. So, I went and moved on to Big Creek and I was there for five years.

AB: Now, these, these uh, are all integrated schools?

Il: Integrated now, yes.

Yes.

AB: Beginning in Tazewell? (VB: Yes) When you went to Danville, that was an all-black school
(VB: Right, 1right), and then when you came here from there, so you only had one year of teaching

in an all-black school? (VB: Right, one year) When you came here, how many black students, or
did you have any in your classes?
VB: I had very few. We don't, in Tazewell County, there, there are really not a lot of black
students. And I had maybe one class, I might have had 2; maybe one class, 3 or... No, I did not, I
did not have many to students who were black.

AB: And was that the case when you went into McDowell County, as well?
VB: I had more, I had more black students in the classes at McDowell County. But still, there
were not, sometimes .. .I had, I had, as many as maybe eight or ten sometimes down there in a
class.

RW-N: Out oflike ... thirty?
VB: Uh-huh. And maybe if it was a slow class. (inaudible)
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L\!!: You commuted to McDowell County or did you live down there, too?
VB: I commuted. I commuted first. When I was at Coalwood Junior High School, I commuted.

Uh, I had-, there was a lady, Equila Mack, that lived at Coal; she was born and reared in Coal and

had married a man in Bluefield, so then she lived in Bluefield. And she had worked down there all
of her years. So, she would come home, she would come home on the weekends and go back on
Monday morning. So, since I wasn't driving, I did ride with her for two years. But after they,
then once they uh ...

AB: Wait a minute now. She would come home on when?
VB: On the weekend, she'd come home on Friday evening.

AJ!: So, you were down there all week?
.YJ!: All wee~, all week, uh-huh.
AB: You were doing the same thing that you had done in Virginia?
VB: Uh-huh, right.
RW-N: What was the name of this place?

VB: Coalwood. (AB: yeah)
RW-N: C-o-al...

VB: a-1-w-o-o-d, Coalwood. It's in McDowell Cowity. (AB: rnmm-hmm) So, I would stay
down there all week. And we'd come home on the weekends and back on Monday mornings for
the two years I worked, that I worked at Coalwood Junior High School. Well, then, we moved,
the~ after I was moved to Big Creek, I started out that way. I got me a place to stay and started
to go down with her and come back on the weekends. And, but, in the meantime, there was some
teachers from, from, uh, two ladies and a gentleman coming out of Bluefield each day and going
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bac14 so since that, since they were doing that, I decided I would commute. So, I started to ride
with them. So·then I started to commute. So I commuted from Big Creek to Bluefield, each day
I'd-, we'd-, it was an hour and fifteen minutes each way.
AB: So and, and your mom is still here with your kids. (VB: Mom is still... ) Your kids now have

gotten to be teenagers and beyond, I guess. (VB: Right, right) And what, what-, did they go to
Bluefield State? Any of them?

VB: Yes, three of them. Uh, Sandra, my oldest daughter, went to Bluefield State; she graduated
and she's, she is a math teacher. She is now head of her math department in Virginia. She works
at-, oh, not Charlottesville, it's outside of Charlottesville, oh, it's a county system. My mind's
kind 0£. ..oh, I can't think of the county right now...Nelson County. She's a, head of her math
department :in Nelson County, Virginia.
AB: And is she married? (VB: Yes) And she has children?

VB: No, she doesn't have any children, Sandy doesn't have children. When Sandy was in
college, uh, she-, we-, I began to notice that her voice was slurred and at tbnes, a weakness in her
legs. So, of course, I started taking her to the doctor here. And they never really found out what
was what, so I took her to Charlottesville. And when I took her to Charlottesville, the doctor
said that Sandy had mylostenia,[inaudible]. You all have heard of that, haven't you? You
haven't? Mylostenia. Okay, so, uh, she met a young man while she was there in the hospital, and
that's who she married. So, see, then we went back and forth there, and then she had surgery.
They removed her thymus. For that reason, they told Sandy to have children would weaken her.
(AB: Mmm-hmm) So, that's ... (AB: So she has none.)

A!!: So, she's the first one to go to Bluefield?

Others went, too?
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VB: Yes, my second giri Deborah. went. But Deborah went for a year, but then, but she didn't
complete, but she did go for a year. Then, my third girl went to Bluefield State, and she finished
Bluefield State. Uh, she, her fields were PE, PE and art.

RW-N: What is her name?
VB: Sheila. · The second girl was Deborah and the third giri Sheila. S-h-e-1-i-a, Shelia Jo.

A§.: Was Mrs. Meadows there?
VB: Uh-huh, yeah. yeah! Jo loved Mrs. Meadows. Mrs. Meadows was there when I was going,
when I went back. (AB: Is that right?) Uh-huh, she was my PE teacher.

RW-N: How do you spell Deborah's name?
VB: D-e-b-o-r-a-h, Deborah Jade. Sheila Jo and.... as the girls were born, I sort of gave them
boy's names. Now, Sandra we always called Sandy. Uh, Deborah Jade we called Dee, and Sheila
was a Jo, we called her Jo all the time. So, I, I missed...

RW-N: Why did you do that?
VB: I don't know, I sort of liked girls with boy's names. [laughter]
AB: Where does Sheila live?

VB: Sheila lives in Long Beach, California.
AB: Oh, she's a long way.

VB: Along way.
AB: Uh, is she married?

VB: She's married.
AB: Uh-huh. And does she Work?
VB: She, yes, she works. She's uh, she wouldn't tackle the school system. Sheilia's a loan, loan
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processor, loan processor, she works for the bank. Now, that young man, the second one that
went through here, that was, that was Sheila's oldest son. Sheila has three boys. And her other
one is, he's in there asleep. He gets up at 3:30 in the morning to go to work, and he's the one
that works at UPS. And he worked late today, so he's just now getting him a little nap. He's, so
I took those children. She had those children out of wedlock, and I took them and helped them.
And she has one in California with her. (AB: Mmm-hmm)

RW-N: So, have these boys been living with you?
VB: They have been living with me. They have been living with me since they were little guys,
when she married. When she married, the boys didn't, they didn't too much care for the man she
was marrying. And he wasn't really my favorite either, because he-I don't know why I have this
thing, if you've been married one time, you know, something's may be wrong. [laughs]

RW-N: It ain't always true!
VB: [laughs] So uh, when she, when they went to California, the first time-this is her second

time in California; they were in California once, because he was a service man. And uh, the boys
said to me, "Grandrnom, can we stay with you?'' And I said, "Yes, if your mom says you can."
And she told them that they could. So, they have lived with me since they were like about...they
~~~~~~~~~~~fu~~~~~~

with me. And uh...

RW-N: How old are they now?
VB: The one that just went through here a little while ago is twenty-, Rusty's twenty-eight.

AB: And what's his name?
VB: His name is Derrick, I call him Rusty. Derrick, Derrick Bradshaw, is my grandson. (AB:
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Mmm-hmm) And the other one is Brian Bradshaw. Now, Brian is a Bluefield State graduate.
AB: Mrnm-hmm. And how old is Brian?
VB: Twenty-six.

RW-N: What is he doing?
VB: Brian? He works for UPS. ·
AB: And what about Rusty?

VB: He works at the post office.
~: Uh-huh.

RW-N: Yes.
~: And they both make their home with you here in this house?
VB: Now, Rusty's married. (AB: uh-huh) But right now, right now he's here with me. [laughing)

Those are his twins over there [pointing to pictures), those are Rusty's twins. Yeah, right now
he's home with me. His wife just put him out for a little bit. So, whenever they fight, he comes
to stay with me for a few-, for a little while.

AB: And your son, did your son go to Bluefield State?
VB: No, my son didn't go to Bluefield State. He went to electronics school in uh, in Kentucky.

He went to Kentucky. But he didn't stay, he didn't complete. He went there for awhile.

RW-N: What's his name?
VB: Charles, he's Charles Albert, Junior. My husband's name was Charles Albert Bradshaw.

RW-N: And what is the second name?
AB: Albert.
VB: Albert, A-1-b-e-r-t; he's a junior.
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AB: And what did your husband ... what about your husband now? Is he here with you here,
Or. .. ?

VB: Oh, I've been-, I'm a widow.
AB: Oh, see, I didn't know. You were saying ''was" [inaudible].
VB: Uh-huh, yeah, I'm a widow. I didn't say that, did I? (AB: un-un) Yeah, I'm a widow. My
husband, my husband died in 1984.
AB: Oh, you're a long-time widow then. (VB: mmm-mmm)

RW-N: Three years after your mom.

Y!!: Yeah, yeah.
A!!: Mmm-hmm.
VB: He was a diabetic.
AB: His whole working career was with the railroad?
VB: With the railroad, until he became disabled. (AB: Mmm-hmm) Because when he died, he
was on disability.
AB: Mmm-hmm. So, you, then after you left McDowell County teaching, where did you ... you
stayed there seven years. By this time, you'd been teaching about eight or nine years, I guess.

VB: By this time I had been teaching five, seven, eight, nine, right, nine years. I had taught nine
years. I decided, I have been running up and down the road long enough, let me try Mercer
County. [laughing] So, I started, I told my principal that I was going to apply in Mercer County
to see ifl could get close to home. So, he said, "Okay," he said, "I'm going to hate to lose you,
but okay." So, I did. I applied in Mercer County. And when I applied in Mercer County for a
math position, there were three math positions in, at Central Junior High School. You all would
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have passed there coming from the north side, you know, where I said go across that bridge,
between that bridge and here is a, is a, that used to be, what used to be the old Beaver High
School for the whites, it used to be Beaver High School for the whites. Well, after integration, it
became Central. Well, there were three math positions at Central when I applied. And every time
I'd go, I'd go up to see him about it. Oh, he was the biggest talker, oh, he and Mr. White would
talk and talk and talk and talk.

RW-N: Who was he, now?
VB: Mr. White was the principal. (RW-N: Mr. White) Mr. White was the principal. He would
talk and talk and talk, but still, no position. So then there was an opening; then they called me at

the &ard and told me there was an opening at the high school. I went to the high school. Well, I
didn't get t}mt position either. So, it was getting close to time for school to start, so I was ready
to go back to McDowell County. So, uh, someone called me. Through my years God has been
awful good to me. He's looked out for me through the years. [chuckles] Someone called me
from the Board, the math supervisor at the Board called me. He said, "Ve~ there's an opening
at Montcalm." He said, "Would you, what about going over there and seeing about that?" So, I
said, "Okay." So, I went over to Montcalm with no intentions of taking it, no intentions of taking
the job. But I said, thought, "I'll go anyway." So, when I got over to Montcalm, the principal
said to me, "Why are they sending you all the way over here when there's an opening at Central?''
See, by then he had filled two, and there was still an opening at Central. This is how they gave us
the run-around. So, he said, "Go on back over to the school, go over to the school board and talk
to Jack Martin." So, I went back to see Mr. Martin. So, he said, "Velma," and I said, "Yes?"
"You mean Jack White hadn't hired you yet?" And I said, ''No." He said, "Well, you go back
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over to Central" Well, I went back over to Central. Mr. White started that same old thing.
· Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah. I looked at him for a few minutes and I got up and I said, "Mr. White, I
will expect your call this evening," and walked out. [laughing] That evening, I got Mr. White's

cali calling me for the job. [laughing]

Al!: Now, do you think he was doing this to you because you were black?
Y!!: Yes, yes, yes.
RW-N: And what was he doing?
VB: He, see, he'd already filled two positions with whites. (RW-N: Yeah) See, and there are not,

there were not an awful lot of math teachers, you know. The math teachers were not that easy to
come by. Yes, it was all; it was.

RW-N: Soi when you went to talk to him, what would he say?
VB: Just a lot of talk about what happens in school and everything. (RW-N: All around ... ) Just,
you know, just a lot, just a lot of hogwash, so to speak. Yeah, so uh...

Al!: Was it he who sent you to Montcalm?
VB: No. Mr. White? (AB: Mmm-hmm) No. No, this was the math supervisor, the Mercer

County math supervisor. His name was Mr.... well, I can't think of his name.

M: Why didn't he send you to Central?
VB: Well, uh, see, I knew there was a position at, at Central in the beginning, and I'd already

applied. Maybe he, maybe he just knew. See, he lives in Princeton. Maybe, he, you know, knew
there was opening, that opening was there, and tried to fill it, you know. And then, too, it could
have been, since Mr. White had, you know, had not given me ...
AB: Kind of passed you over (VB: Yeah), that he was trying to help you find something.
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VB: Yes. And he was trying to, you know, get some, get all this mess [inaudible] fixed.
RW-N: Was that math supervisor black or white?
VB: He's white, the math supervisor. Very nice.

RW-N: You knew him how?
VB: No. I didn't-, uh, uh, I did not know him, I did not know him at all.

RW-N: Do you think he knew that you were black?

Al!,: Well, it wasn't the math supervisor, it seems like there was a problem. Let me see ifl can
get it straightened out. When you were trying to find a place to transfer to, (VB: Right) you went
to the Board of Education (VB: Right) and the math supervisor says, "There is an opening at
Central?''
Y]!: No, the superintendent, the superintendent said that. See, the principal did the hiring.

AB: Right, but somebody would refer you, they'd tell you where the openings were.
VB: The supervisor, the superintendent, the superintendent told me.

AJ!:

He said, "There's an opening at Central?''

VB: Yeah, he told me to go to Central.

Al!,: So, you went over to Central and talked with the principal, but he did not offer you the job,
he just kind of gave you a run-around?
VB: Right, right.

AB: Now, how is it that you got to Montcalm?
VB: The supervisor, the math supervisor.

AB: This time, okay.
VB: This time.
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AB: Who knew you were job hunting?
VB: Yes. Because I guess names were there or whatever, and he knew I was looking for a job.
So, but I did not know him at all. Schrader; his name's Schrader.

Al!: So, Schrader says to you, "Why don't you go over to Montcalm?"
VB: Called me and said, "Velma, there's an opening in Montcalm; they want a math teacher."
(AB: okay) He said, "Will you go?'' And I said, "Yes." So, I did. And when I got there, as I
say, the principals do the hiring. Mr. Byrd was the principal over there. (AB: Mmm-hmm) So, he
says to me, "Why are they sending you all the way over here, when there's an opening still at
Central?''

AB: But he did not refuse to give you a job, he just said there's (VB: no, no, he didn't refuse) an
alter-, right. ;There's an alternative.

VB: He didn't refuse me at all. Yeah. (AB: uh-huh) But he, he talked like he saw no reason for
me to pass by Central and ride about a half hour more to get to work, when I could get to Central

in less than five minutes.

M: So, that makes you-, you go back then to Central?
VB: Yeah. When I, so he told me, Mr. Martin said, Mr., oh, I can't think ofhis name. (AB:
Schrader?) Not Schrader, the principal, the principal...Byrd, Byrd said, "You go back, go back to
the Board's office." When I went back to the Board's office, the assistant superintendent, who
was a Mr. Martin, said to me, "Well, Vehna, they haven't hired you? Jack White hasn't hired you
yet?'' And I said, "No." So, he said, "Well, you go on back to Central now." So, then I went
back to Central. But he didn't say, at Montcalm, he didn't say he was gonna hire me at all.
Maybe if I hadn't gotten that job, he might have. But he said, "I see no need for you to have to
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come this far when a position is there." So, when I went on back, as I say, I told-, I listened 'til I
got tired. And I told him, I said, "I will expect your call this evening." Because see, school was
starting in a few days, in a day or two. So, I knew he either had to hire me or I was going back to
McDowell County, because I had a job. [laughs] So uh, he called me, so I went on, went on 4>
the workshop. And the workshop was the next day or two. So, I went on to the workshop. He
came back to tell me, as.I worked there, he came back to tell me, he almost missed the best math
teacher that he had ever had. [laughs]

RW-N: When did he tell you that?

Y!!_: He told me that after I had worked two or three years.

A!!: So, you spent the rest of your teaching career there?
VB: At, at ~entral until consolidation. Central and Fairview consolidated. Fairview was out in
the uh, out south neighborhood, and this other one was down here on the west end. So, the two
schools consolidated. When the two schools consolidated, it became Bluefield Junior High then,
but now it's, now it's the middle school. It's Bluefield Middle School. And it became Bluefield
Junior High School. When it consolidated, the teachers from Fairview and Central uh, went to
uh, Bluefield Junior High School. But he told-, he came back two or three years later to tell me

that. He came into my-one day we had had an assembly. And it was just as wild as it could be
around there. And I was in my room, and we had gotten my children in their seats and I was at
the board just giving examples and going to town. And he came in. He said, "Mrs. Bradshaw,"
said, "it is wild as it can be." Said, "Look at these halls out here." Said, "How do you get your
children in your room, settled down like this and get going?" And then next thing I knew, he was
telling me that he had almost missed the best math teacher he'd ever had. And a reason, and the
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one reason, too, he said that because the guidance teacher told the superin-, told the math
supervisor, that math scores had risen tremendously since they hired me. And you know they

hired me in the low math. [laughs] You know I had the bottom. And there were a lot of students
at Central, and I had, and I had the bottom of the eighth grade.
We]L then after the math scores rose, you know how they.... ? They think the better teachers
ought to be with the better students. And then they, they gave me the top students.

AB: So, they moved you?

YI!: They moved me to the top students, yeah.

But Mr. Schrader was not happy with that. He

had, he asked them not to do it. He said, ''Please leave Ms. Bradshaw with the slow students."
You know, and I told Phil, that's who needs a good-, that's who needs a pretty good teacher.
That's really who needs a pretty good teacher.

AB: How did your husband now feel about ... ?

Y]!: I had done workshops; Mr. Schrader had me to do workshops for the county for the math
teachers so I.. ..
~

How did your husband feel about, once you began teaching? Was there any tension between

you and him over your work?

VB: Well, you know, I think something was going on with~ but I really didn't, you know,
didn't pay any attention, didn't really know. Until one day he said to me, he said, uh, "Is there
any difference between us? You still love me like you did?'' I said, "Sure! What are you talking
about?'' And his friends were telling him that now that I was teaching that I was going to leave

him. You know, it's awful for people to do that. I said, "Well, you listen. When I get ready to
leave you, you will be the first one to know." [laughs] And he really was-, when he said-, when he
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approached me, I could see he was upset. And they were just, you know, just-, they were more
or less teasing him. They were probably getting a kick out of it, you know. [laughs] I said, ''No,"
I said, "you'll be the first one to know."

AB: And how long were you all married?
VB: We were married-, had he, had he, ifhe were living, we would be celebrating our Golden
Anniversary in August. So~ I'd have to count back through now.

RW-N: Eighteen years ago.
VB: Uh-h~ '84. Mmm-hmm. Yeah, so uh. ... [inaudible voices, counting the years] So uh, then
I went on to Bluefield Junior High School when, with the consolidation. Uh, matter of fact,
while I was at Central, while I was at Central Junior High School, the principal asked me to start
National Junior Honor Society. And I started the National Junior Honor Society at Central Junior
High School. And whenever, you know, programs were to be done, they were always-, always

had something for me to do. And so after I went, after going on to, into the consolidated school,
the Fairview teacher that sponsored it and I always worked together. So, I had good years in
Mercer County.

RW-N: And you retired when?
VB: I retired in '89. The year they offered the early retirement for teachers. I would have, I
would, I would have to work for a few more years, because I started late. So when they offered
the early retirement, I took it.

AB: Why did you retire? You seemed like you enjoyed what you were doing.

VB: I did, I really did. I retired because number one, I was keeping my-I had my retarded sister.
And so if, I felt like if I retire, I can be home with her and I don't have to worry about someone to
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keep her, getting someone, you know how people will do, they'll stay awhile, then they'll leave.
You got to hunt for someone to come. Even though I have sisters that don't work, doing
nothing, you know. Once you take these jobs on, I don't know whether you all know it or not,
you've got it, you got ...

AB: Well, how was it that,~ because it looked as if you cared for your mother, and you cared
then for your sister. Why did that become your responsibility? Because you were-, you had an
,

older sister. (VB: Right) But you were the one that seems to take on those things.

YJ!: It, it's sort of been that way.

It's sort ot: she sort of, you know, she acts like I'm the oldest,

really. (laughs]

AB: Did that happen, you think, because you came back to live with your mother?
VB: I think1that had one thing to do with it, I think so, I think so. But through the years, through
the years, yeah. Mom always sort of like depended on me, though, I could see that through the
years.

RW-N: Well, how many people now are in your household? Your sister. Two grandchildren.
VB: My sister, right now, two. But Rusty goes and comes. [laughs] And my son. I've got a son.
(RW-N: and your son) My son never has been married. Yeah, I got a son and the grandson and
my sister.

A!!: Now, you were working through the integration period.

Uh, beyond the principal, how did

you manage with the white students and your white colleagues at the places where you worked?
Were there ever any problems for you?

VB: No, I got along, I got along fine with them. I've always, my, I've always thought as long as
you treat people right, they' re gonna treat you right. And I've always had this feeling, this thing,
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that you have to earn your respect. And I didn't let people disrespect me and I didn't disrespect
people, you know. So, I got along well with them. Uh, matter of fact, one of the teachers, when
we were going to consolidate, one of the teachers told the teachers at Fairview, said, "I tell 'ya.
Bradshaw's a good teacher, a very good person," said, "but don't cross her." You know, 'cause
I, I always felt like I was as much on the ball as they were, you know. And sometimes, you know,
like they wanna tell you what to do, and they do what they want to do, and they're gonna tell you
what to do. But not Velma. And I always did my job. I wasn't a smoker that stayed in the
lounge, you know. I was in my classroom, and did everything I could to help the kids, help the
children on my free time, anything I could do for the children.
~: So, then, you spoke up for yourself, (VB: right) is that the case?
VB: Right. The only, the only thing that really bothered me once was after, after consolidation.

Uh, and, and I've always, in an integrated situation, I've always had the black children at heart.
Cause they're not a lot of black teachers. And then there's some of the black teachers that sort of
ignore them, you know. I've always-, they've always-, I've always done what I could to let them
know I was around. I was there if they needed me. So, one day, they were-the guidance
counselor was testing. And these three fellows came down the hall, they were complaining. And
I was standing at the door as the classes changed. So, I said, "What's the matter fellows?'' So
one-, they said, "The guidance counselor said that we stole her glasses, her eyeglasses." So, I
said,"What in the world would you all do with her eyeglassesT' I said, "Did she really say that?"
"Yes, ma'am, yes, ma'am." So, I wrote-I couldn't leave my class-so I wrote her a little note
and asked her if she could come down to the room for a minute, I wanted to ask her something.
So, she probably knew what I wanted. She made it the last period before she got there. So, I
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told her, I said, that these guys were complaining about them taking her glasses and I said,
"I don't believe that, is that really true?'' And she said, "Yeah, I did say that they took my
glasses." So, at that time, for the rest of the hour, we just had it out. And she said to me, she
said, "You know, I can remember when you used to have to stand-, you would have had to stand
back and wait until I got on the bus." Ohhh! [laughs] I said, ''No, you don't remember no such
days as that." And I said, "Let me tell you one thing, as long as I work at Bluefield Junior High
School, I'm going to respect you and you're going to respect me." And I said, "As for the
children, if the children do things that if there's any way I can help, you let me know." I said,
"Because you had all ninth graders in there testing, and if your glasses left, you had no right to do
that to those fellows. And then turn their names into the office." [laughs] And so, that was the
only really thing, really run-in that I had, that really bothered me, was with that lady.

:i@: How did you all deal with each other after that happened?
VB: Great, because we, we sponsored the National Junior Honor Society together. She was the
one from Fairview, and I was the one from Central, so we worked, we worked, together. And we
did it, we got along great. Now, because if I-, what I've got to say, I'm going to say it. But I
don't carry a grudge and I don't get angry about it. I just let you know what's what, you know.
And we did great. So, I had good years there, while I was there. I was nominated for Teacher of
the Year twice at Central.
AB: Never had any run-ins with any of the parents or never called racial (VB: no) names or

anything like that?

VB: No. No. No. \ one little girl one time, she knew I was-, I never would tell 'em I was
allergic to cologne. Somehow one little girl found it out, and one day she was-, I don't know
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what she was angry with me for, but for something. And she had another little girl to put cologne
and it was real strong. And I tell you, I was sick as I could be that day. That was really the only
thing I've had happen to me. I always try to be nice, treat the children fair. It was always my
thing to be fair with the children. And I, I never really had problems much now. The last, the
year before I retired, there was a little fellow that tried, would try, to start trouble, and his mom
worked there. And he was in the top class. And he tried every way he could to aggravate me
until, until I took enough of his business and I tried to talk to his mom about him. Oh, no, she just
wouldn't talk about it. I went down to the guidance counselor and I asked him to put him in a
BD class. [laughs] His daddy was a doctor and his mom a teacher, you know. And he was in the
top section, and I was recommending him for behavioral disturbed. [laughs] But that straightened
things out. ; That straightened it out. She come beating around, and he went, he went to her and
told her that I had recommended him for special education. She came beating around the hall, she
said, "Oh, Velma, we've got to talk." I said, "Well, what have we got to talk about?" [laughs] I
got a big laugh from it because I knew, I knew they would never put him in special education, but
I just, I went down and recommended that for him. I enjoyed the children, I really did. Enjoyed,
the years that I taught, I really enjoyed them. And after I retired, I taught, I substituted one year.
We could only substitute a hundred days. And two days I substituted at the high school The
other ninety-eight days I substituted at Wade,just like that my days were over, see, and I made
regular salary because I worked that one hundred days. And the principal asked me to come out
ofretirement and take a job in a third grade special education class. I told her, ''No, I couldn't do
that." [laughs]
AB:~ Mrs. Bradshaw, we haven't said much about the kind of social milieu in which you live.
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What about your church relationships or so, your family, when you were at home with your
mother as a child, and then later on. Did you have strong community kinds of relationships?
VB: Yes. We were-, my mother belonged to the Christian Church. My dad was Methodist.

Well, Mom, since Mom carried us to church with her, took us to Sunday Schoo~ we, we, we
joined the Christian Church. We attended the Christian Church, and of course always took part in
programs and what not, in the community. And always-Daddy, Dad was a strict disciplinarian.
Now, when it comes to really discipline, Dad did more of that with us than Mom; talking. He
talked a lot, you know, things that, teaching us how to be polite, and, and neighbors thought we
were so polite on their street, you know. And I remember one day one of the neighbors gave me
a dime, because she and her husband were going down the hill, one was on one side and one on
the other, and I ran through the middle and said, "Oh, excuse me." [laughs] She thought that was
so nice. She said, "You're so polite;" she gave me a dime. [laughs] Well, it tickled me cause I
was a little girl, you know, about six; it really did tickle me. We were church, we always
belonged to the church. And of course, Mom, as I said, was never one to go a lot. So she only
went to the school affairs that really she needed to attend.

AB: And that-, those would be the things that the children were participating in?
VB: Right, yeah, yeah. And sometimes, and of course, at times, if she could not go with the
younger ones, then Marie and I would go, you know, go along with them or whatever.

AB: What about holiday time at your home? With eleven children in the family, money must have
been hard to come by. How did you all manage at Christmas and what not?

VB: Well, money was hard to come by. But we were always happy. We were-Mom always,
Mom was a very good cook. And Mom cooked; she would, she would always have a great, just a
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delicious Christmas dinner. And of course, you know, during that time, for big families they had-,
the Christmas, the same community Christmas tree dinners they have now. They had-, we would
get a, we would get a basket from the community tree, the ones that were of age to do that, and
we shared, we shared so well with one another. We were always taught to share. And we got-,
we were happy, we got along fine.
AB: Was there any difference in your family made between the girls and the boys? I mean, what

you got, or how you were treated, or what you were expected to do with the household tasks or
so?
VB: See, the boys were so young. See, they were-Mom had eight girls and then two boys.

[laughs] And then two more girls. Uh-huh, the oldest, see, I said she had eleven, see, but that
one that was after me, he died when he was six months old. So uh, she had these eight girls.
RW-N: How old were you when that happened? How old were you when that brother died?

You were young.

Y!!: He was six months old.

(RW-N: Well, you had to be young) Yeah, he was only six months

old. And I must have been about two and a half, because my sister behind me, let's see, I'm about
three years older than Ruth. He was between the two of us, so I was about a year and a half.
RW-N: So you grew up in a family of girls mostly.

VB: ·Right, right, yeah. And when, yeah, when the, with eight girls, when Mom, Mom and Dad
wasn't there, you know how sometimes you get to feuding around, with Marie and I being the
oldest two, we'd cho-, we'd choose up sides and argue with one another. [laughing] But we
never would get to the fighting stage. Because we knew that if we fought while Mom and Dad
was gone, they were gonna pay us when they came back.
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AB: Did your mother spank you?

.YJ!: Yeah, yes, she did.

When we needed it, she did. See, what, Mom was good at, Mom was

good at letting it pile up on you, you know? And when she'd get you, once she did get you, she'd
say, she'd say, "I'm going to pay you up for all that you've ... remember when you did this,
remember.... " [laughing]

AB: What about your father? Did he spank, too, or did your mother do all the family discipline?
VB: He did a little, not much. But he did some, yes.

M: What about in your own family, with your children?

Did you spank?

l]!: I did. My husband was, he, he was-, I don't think he ever spanked anybody. Maybe Charles
once or twice. But I did it.
AB: What was your husband's relationship with, with the children? Was it a loving kind of
helpful relationship?

VB: Uh, not like I would liked for it to have been My husband's mother and father separated
when he was just a little boy. And he was raised-, his dad raised him. Matter of fact, this is our
home place, this is my husband's home place. And he uh, he was raised by his dad. And
sometimes I feel like you sort of miss out when you don't have, you know, that mother's love.
And so he just, he, he loved 'em, but he didn't know how to show it like I would like for him to.
So, that, and I bent over backwards, you know, to show them love for the two of us.

RW-N: So was your husband raised in this house?
VB: Mmm-hmm, he was born right here, mmm-hmm. But when we-, when I moved in here it
was only four rooms. And I, we've added. At his father's death, the others, his two brothers and
sister were living in the city, and he was the only one around here. We were still living with
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Mom. So, they told him, which I thought was, was just-they couldn't have been any sweeter.
They told him, said, "You give each one of us $300 and you can have the home place." [laughing]
So then he paid $900 for the home place. Of course, we had the four rooms and two rooms
downstairs. And we built on... and remodeled some. But this was his home place. But he was an
easy going fellow, you know? (AB: Mmm-hmm) He was an easy going fellow. He never hit,
he'd tell 'em, "All right, I'm going to have to put your mom on you, I'm gonna put your mom on
you." [laughs]
AB: So, then, your life here in, in the community is-evidently it's a small black population here

and always has been (VB: Uh-huh, right, right). And your life here in this community has been a
fulfilling one, I guess.

VB: Right, !it has, because I've always ....
END TAPE 1- SIDE 2 (and first interview)
BEGIN TAPE 2 - SIDE 1
RW-N: It's June 16th, 1997. Mrs. Bradshaw is being interviewed for the second time by Ancella

Bickley and Rita Wicks-Nelson. The first thing we're going to do is to work from the summary
form for a moment, uh, to make sure that we have certain infonnation. Mrs. Bradshaw, you
mentioned that before you became a teacher you did various other kinds of jobs. (VB: Yes) You
worked in a cafeteria at an elementary school. (VB: Right) And what other kinds of things?
VB: I worked there at Bluefield College, you know, cleaning the girls' dorms. (RW-N: uh-huh)

So you call that kind of work like (RW-N: Custodian?) maid work or something like that, or
something like that, at Bluefield College. And I worked, worked around, I did some baby sitting.
(RW-N: Mmm-hmm) Okay.
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RW-N: So, those were the main things?

VB: Uh-huh, some house-, or housework, you might want to call it, cause I would iron
sometimes or something like that.

RW-N: On and off, things like that. Uh, you have how many brothers and sisters now?

VB: I have ... living? I have eight, I have seven sisters living and two brothers.
RW-N: And you bad another brother, is that right? (VB: Right) And we have a good description
of how you became a second mother to them, ifl can put it that way, while your own mother was
working outside of the house after your father died (VB: Yes). And then you switched roles on
that later on.

Y}!: And then when Mom was ill, she came to live with me. I brought her and Jane to live with
me. So, them, either I lived with her or she lived with me most of the time.

RW-N: Most of your life.
VB: Mmm-hmm, most ofmy life we've been together.

RW-N: Can you tell us why, uh, how you made that decision that, uh, that your mother would
work outside of the home and that you would be with all the children for those twelve years?

VB: How I made that decision? (RW-N: Yes) Well, Mom ..

RW-N: It could have been the opposite, right? You could have worked outside of the house and
she stayed with the kids. Or how come-, how did you make that decision about who would stay
at home?

VB: I made that decision because I married. I married, and my husband worked on the railroad.
(RW-N: Right) So, therefore, I didn't really have to have to work right then. But Mom needed to
work because Mom was a widow. And then she just got little checks. Mom had, then Mom had
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about, let's see, eight, Mom had seven or eight of 'em at home. But they only paid her for the last
four. So, therefore, she-, Mom needed to work. So, since Mom needed to work, and I was
gonna be there, I, I just decided I'll be the housekeeper.

RW-N: So, you have been very close to your mother? (VB: Yes, yes) And she's still with you
now?
VB: Mother?

RW-N: No, your mother-; I'm sorry, your sister's with you now? (VB: Yes, yes, she' s with me
now) And your mother is not with you, she passed.
VB: Mother passed in '81.

RW-N: Earlier on you had descnbed that you always knew that you always wanted to be a
teacher (Vl3: Yes). Uh, and we asked you a little bit about

where you thought that came

from. And I don't think you were sure where that came from, right?

VB: No, I don't really...! think, you know, probaby after starting to school and I just liked school
so well. So, I always, from there I always wanted to be a teacher. I always liked school. That
must have been it.

RW-N: When you look back on that, you taught many, many years, what part-, what do you
think you liked best about teaching?

VB: Well, I've always liked children. So, I liked the children. And I just liked helping. You
know, I felt like I was doing something good. And I just liked working with the children. And as
I worked with them, I was a friend to them, as well. And I did, you know, work with them in
club-wise and all the ways that it would help. So, I really, that's why, I really enjoyed. And I
just, just like working with the children, I'd say. And I'd always been around my sisters and
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brothers, see, I've been used to a lot of children. [chuckling]

AB: When you say you worked with the children, did you feel that the black students that you
worked with needed you particularly, (VB: Right) needed a black teacher?

VB: Yes, when I-, yes, see, I started teaching along with integration Now uh, so, with the
teaching before that, I don't know as much there. But yes, they did, the children really needed,
needed some black role models then; they really did. And I, and as I say, I worked at uh, when I
worked at Bluefield Junior High Schooi I had, I sponsored what you'd called the Afro-American
Culture Club to work with the children And in that club, we would meet and I would talk with
them and if they were loud, you know, I would say, ''Now, you got to, you have to lower your
voice," and I would teach them to be respectful. And because so many of the children looked like
the parents hadn't told them anything-they just don't teach the children. So, I worked with
them there. I also worked, I also sponsored National Junior Honor Society. So, uh, and with
those children, when I started to work with them, I just taught them how to-I would make them
memorize their speeches and do all the things that, we let [inaudible] piece of paper and do all this
reading and really work with them to make them uh, so they would be uh-I tell you, since I've
gotten older, I can't think of the words I want to say. [laughing]

RW-N: Lots ofus have that problem.
VB: Make them more viable members for the community, you know, so they could be helpful as
they went out in the community. And uh, so I, I thoroughly enjoyed, enjoyed working with the
children.

AB: Uhm, as we have been here visiting, when your children have passed through, they always
stop and speak. Did you have certain kinds of ideals or uh child rearing practices with your
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children that extended into your teaching?

Y]!: Yes, I always-, well, my father did more with, uh, with disciplining us than Mom did. And he
was really, he really taught us that you have to have respect for older people, you know, and you
have to treat anyone like you want them to treat you. When any time you enter the house, or you
go, you always speak. If you come into the house, you speak to whoever's there. When you
leave the house, you don't just walk out, you always say, "I'm going," or "I'll be back after
awhile." You let us, let someone know that you're gone. So, it was a carryover, you know, this

is what I had been used to doing through the years, so I taught my children that way.
AB: And did you teach your children at school that?

VB: I taught my children that at school also. When they, if they entered the room and if they
came into the classroom late, I would say to them, "You're late, we're already here. How you
doing today?'' And they knew what I wanted and they would say, "How you all, Ms. Bradshaw?''
''Fine." And I would say to them, "Now when you" -that is if we were not busy. Now, if we
were into something, I wouldn't interrupt my class. But if they walked right in as we were getting
going, I would say that to them And my Afro-American Culture Club, I would just tell them, let
them know that that was a good thing for them to do.
RW-N: What did you do in that club?

VB: Afro-American Culture Club? (RW-N: Mmm-hmin) Uh, well, it was more or less a club
where I would more or less talk with children. I did a lot of, you know, teach-, make-, tell them
how to do the right things. Because, you know, along with integration, you know how the
children were. They felt like this old teacher's doing this and this is doing that, and I did a lot of
talking with them, to let them know that it takes two people to get along. And you cannot walk
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in the teacher's class and do what you want to do. You do not talk back to that teacher; that
teacher is the boss of that classroom. And ifl was-, and if I was out standing in my door, and
they were coming down the hall if they were loud, I'd stop 'em and I'd say, "Lower your voices,
lower your voices." And that helped them a lot. They didn't realize they were not supposed to
be as loud as they were, I guess:
AB: Did you see that as .sort of an extension of your mothering?

VB: I'm almost sure, yes. Yes, because even now, some of the things that I do is, is an extension
ofmy mothering and my teaching. So, it was a carryover. Yes, and I really love children. And
we would have-, we presented programs, uh, because, you know, so many of the uh, of the
children. the white children. didn't know, they knew nothing about the Negro National Anthem
and things like that and didn't know a lot of the black history. So we presented black history
programs to the student body, and we-of course, we would go to uh, oh, the parks. Oh, I forget
the names, there were several parks. We'd raise money and charter a bus and go on trips.

RW-N: Now, this is at what school?
VB: Bluefield Junior High School.

RW-N: And how long did you, uh, were you director of that?
VB: Well, let's see, I was the only director they ever had there. I started there in '72. (RW-N:
Did you start that ... ) About ten years or more.

RW-N: Did you start that program?
VB: I did, yes, l started that program. l started that program at the junior high school.
AB: And you started it because you felt that the students needed (VB: Right) some attention and
contact.
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VB: That's right, that's right.
AB: Uh, could we back up a little bit? When you talked about going to college, back to Bluefield

State to finish your degree after you married, uh, there was a considerable time between the time
that you married and the time that you went back. What, what caused that delay in your going
back to school?
VB: Well, I was having children. [laughing] I have four children.
AB: Was that intentional or accidenta~ the four children?

VB: That was, that was accidental You know, during, during the time that I was having my
children, we didn't have birth control. And we couldn't do like they can do now. And you had to
do the best you could. [chuckling] So, I had the four children. And uh, then after I had the
children, you know, it took so much for them. I couldn't just go back then. Uh, I worked ...
AB: You mean like in terms of family money?
VB: Right, right. ...
AB: You didn't want to take money ...

VB: ... from the family, right. Didn't want to take money from the family for that. And so, and I
was-, so I worked some. I worked in the cafeteria during that time. That's when I worked in the
school cafeteria. So, I worked and made a little money to help to buy clothes and all the things
that the children needed. And we were looking forward to their education. I don't know if I
stated it or not, but I, I graduated from Bluefield State in 1965. And my oldest daughter started

in I 966. So uh, I was looking out for that, too. So, I had to get in there-it suddenly dawned on
me. I was out about twelve years and it dawned on me that ifl don't go back and get out, I
would not make it. So, I started back by taking evening classes.
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A)!: Did you husband encourage you when you decided to go back?

:y]!: He was the type of person that anything I wanted to do is okay. You know, it wasn't a lot of
encouragement, but it was okay. It was okay. (VB: He didn't try to stop you.) Never, never
complained at all, no, no. He was just that type of person.

AB: Did that mean that his chores at home with the family and all had to increase because you
were away some?

:y]!: Well, by then, too, you see, the children were-, my oldest, Sandy and Dee and then my sis-,
see, by living with Mother, my sister Barbara was there, and Barbara was like about two years
older than Sandy. So, they would help with the chores, they would help a lot. And he would
help, when he, needed to do.

M!: You said earlier that your mother had gone to Bluefield Colored Institute, I guess (VB:
Mmm-hmm) or Collegiate Institute, which one?
VB: Bluefield Colored.
AB: Bluefield Colored Institute. And uh, but she had not talked much with you all, you children,
about going to school. Why do you think that was?

:y]!: That's one thing I never really understood. Because, now my children were aware, they
were aware when they started to school. Even though I had not completed it: you must get an
education. You're gonna go to college, you're gonna do something. A trade, you're gonna do
something. So, I was aware of it but I don't know why. I often wondered why she didn't insist
that we, that we-, when I-, she-, even when I was out, you know, and kept saying, "I'm going
back, I'm going back." She never did push it, you know.
AB: But she didn't try to stop it.
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VB: Uh-huh, she didn't stop me, and then she ... so, when I started back she said she was willing to

help; she kept with my children. Mom was-, Mom didn't talk, Mom was sort of a quiet-like
person, you know. Mom didn't have a mouth like I got. [laughing] We could just, we could get
together, the children, since we've been grown. We'd go visit Mom, maybe two or three ofus
would be there. And we'd talk and talk and talk, Mom would sit there and listen; she didn't have
much to say. She was just a quiet-like person. So, I guess she just didn't have the push.

RW-N: It sounds, during that time, that the motivation to go back to college came mostly just
from yourself

VB: Yes.
RW-N: Is that true?

VB: That's right. That's right, because when I would say that, lots-to people, a lot of the time
they would say, "Ah, you'll never make it," you know. "Ah, you'll never make it."
AB: You didn't let that discourage you?

.YJ!:

I'd say, "I'll show you, you'll see, you'll see." [laughing]

RW-N: Now, when you went back to schooi there were hardly any older women in school?
VB: There were a few.

RW-N: There were a few?

.YJ!: Yeah, there were a few there when I went back.

Uh-huh.

RW-N: But there weren't very many, were there?
VB: No, no, not, not, no, not very many.

RW-N: Did you have a sense, then, of being different in that way, of doing something different in
your life than what most women of your age were doing?
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VB: What do you mean? By going back to schooL doing something different? (RW-N: Yes,
mmm-hmm) No.

Uh. I was thinking about, oh, you know, I didn't know what could happen to

my husband or what not, I, you know, thinking about talcing care of myself and my family. You
know, you just never knew what can happen.

RW-N: So the, so the original feeling was that you wanted to be a teacher (VB: Right), but
certainly by the time you got back, there were also practical considerations, right? (VB: Right)
What would hap-, that you wanted to be-, to earn a living (VB: Right, right, right) cause you had
a family, so there were also practical things in that, as well?

VB: Yes. Yes.
RW-N: Yes, did you have the sense, particularly when you were younger, but maybe when you
were older, too, when you went to college that you wanted to make something of yourself?

VB: Yes, yes, I did.
RW-N: So, that was a motivation, too?

.Y]!: That was a motivation, that was a motivation.
AB: Did you have the feeling that you had to do anything in your life to help the race along? (VB:
Yes) Help black people along?

VB: Yes, I did. I really did.
AB: Where'd that come from, that feeling?
VB: WelL I've always been, uh, a real, you know, kind-hearted person. And violence and
anything like that.. .. I can't stand to see people mistreated. And I-, you know, when you read
these old stories about slavery time and read about how the slaves were mistreated, I always felt
so sorry for them. And I always felt like, if there's anything I can ever do to help my race, I'm
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going to do it. And that was one thing I would always talk to the children about, to be kind to
one another, you know. And yeah, I always wanted to be, to be help, be help to my race.

RW-N: Did you also learn that in your family? Were you taught that by your mother? Or do you
think again it came out mostly from yourself?

,Y!!: I think it came out of myself, because I'm the second, I'm number two. And uh, I was
always sort of like the oldest. And Marie sort of, you know, would sort oflook to me for
whatever. And when the children really needed-, the children, the younger ones, needed special
care, she just sort of looked to me, you know. And I was-, she knew, and she knew I was gonna
give up anything to ... [interruption in tape due to our speaking to a relative ofMrs. Bradshaw's]
VB: Yeah, she knew I would, and I've done it through the years. Anything. And my brother

recently has had an illness. And of course, they-, I'm the first one he called, of course. And when
he came, he came to visit, he came to visit us after Christmas. He was gonna share his time with
each ofus, but he ended up sharing most of his time with me, and he got sick while he was here.
And of course, we-, I ended up maybe helping, I ended up helping him pay his doctor bill, and
when he went back home, he sent me his insurance card for what and what not [inaudible]. Left
things to me. And I just sort of feh like it was a responsibility of mine to help to take care of him.
A)!: Mrs. Bradshaw, you have lived through World War II and the Korean War and the Vietnam

War and the Civil Rights Movement and the Women's Movement. Tell us a little bit how those
things have made an impact on you. Let's start with World War I-, World War II. Did that, do
you have any memories about that?
VB: Well, the memory about World War II was that-, that was during the time that I was in

school the first time. I was in school on my first trip during that time.
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AB: At Bluefield State?

.YJ!: At Bluefield State.

And of course, you know, we didn't-, the young men my age were in

service. And uh, so, the social life during that time wasn't very much. We, a group ofus girls
would get together and we'd go to one another's house, or we'd go to the movies or walk
around, or what not. Uh, and uh, but, uh, after, after the war, the war ended in about '46, I think,
wasn't it? I met my boyfriend in '46, he was in, he was in the Navy. So, when he cmne home
from the Navy, I met him in '46. And after that, we courted until we married. [chuckling]

A_!!: Do you, do you remember patriotism, people talking about the Germans or the Japanese or
what the battles were like, or anything like that when you were, during the war?

.YJ!: Uh, yes, they talked an awful lot about the Ger-, about the Germans being so mean, you
know. Anq I always felt so bad when I knew, someone I knew was in Germany, it would make
me feel so bad And I would wish at times there was just some way I could help, but there was
nothing I could do. So, one day my sister said to me, "Well, you could always join the WACS or
WAVES." [laughing] And I said, ''No, I don't want to go that far. I just want to do something
on the home front." Well, we used to, when we were in, in, the year that I was a senior, we
would gather-, the principal would have us to gather aluminum and scrap iron and all that kind of
business, and I would always do as-, work at that as hard as I could because it was supposed to

be helping for the service. And so, I'd always work pretty hard with that. And anything, any type
of progrmn of patriotism that came up, I was always willing to take a part. I would always-, give
my little poem and whatever, and take a part in that.

AB : Were any of your family members or schoolmates in the service? Was anybody lost in the
war that you knew?
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VB: No, no. (AB: So you didn't have that kind of [inaudible word.] No, my-, 1-, my brother was
in, was in ,uh, service, but he, well, he didn't even have to go overseas. So, I didn't, I didn't have

any loss.

AB: What about Vietnam and Korea? Did you have any, any memories about those two wars?

_A!!: No, just, just, you know, just to read the news of them and, but I didn't have anyone in,
those, in those wars. So, they were [inaudible]. I didn't really, just to talk and read the papers
was all.

AB: And how about the Civil Rights Movement?
VB: Now, the Civil Rights Movement. I, I've always been behind Dr. King, and wished I could,
you know, could have gone and marched with him. But I knew I couldn't because I had a family,
and what not, I could not have. I think the Civil Rights Movement has been one of the greatest
movements that we've had.

M: Why?
VB: Because I think they have brought the blacks so far. We've come along way since then.
Cause I, I can remember when, in Bluefield, when we would go to the bus terminal. And they had
this big old station that, that the whites sat and ate. They had this little place that we could go,
this little hall, that we could go and order what we wanted and take it away. And that used to
bother me. You know, we're all people. Why can't we do the same things that they do? And
when we went to the movie, we had to sit up in the back, up in the balcony, and all those things.
They all bothered me, (RW-N: Do you remember how old you were?) so I was glad ...

RW-N: How old were you when you had those feelings of being bothered by those things? How
far back does it go? To your childhood ... (VB: Since I...) ... adolescence?
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VB: Since I can remember, to my childhood. Because now, when we moved from Bluefield to

Bluefield, Virginia, I, I was about fourteen, I'd say-thirteen or fourteen, about fourteen. And
we lived, where we lived, we were the only black family that lived on that street. My father's
father had owned property there. So, Dad moved back to the home place. And every time we
went to the store, we had a fight and name-calling. [laughs] So, and, uh, but when we were in
Bluefield, it wasn't, we, we, with the name-calling and these things, but it wasn't as bad because
we lived in a, on the street we lived on, you know, they were all black. So, you know, we were in
a black neighborhood. But in Bluefield, Virginia, you had to fight every time you went to the
store. And there was this man... even with this old grown man, "Hey, cousin," and I said, "I'm not
your cousin". [laughs] "I'm not your cousin. I said "Why do you call me your cousin?"

RW-N: So, you were a fighter? (VB: Unh?) You were a fighter? (VB: Yeah!) You didn't take
those things quietly.

VB: Oh, no, no, not at all!
RW-N: And you were angry and upset about them?
VB: It bothered me, but still, I knew.. .it was always so much you could do about it, you know?

Just take up for yourself, just take up for yourself and don't let 'em walk over you any more than
you can help. And I've always been one to speak up. Yeah.

AB: Well, this man who was calling you cousin, was he white?
VB: Mmm-hmm, mmm-hmm.

AB: So, you feel that the Civil Rights Movement, then, changed some of those things?
VB: Changed some of those things, it did. It did.
AB: What about job opportunities? Did they improve here, uh, with the Civil Rights Movement?
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VB: Uh, now, far as the uh, far as teaching, I didn't see any improvement at all with the civil

rights movement. Because when, uh, after integration, the, the teachers that were out were
already employed in the black schools; they were spotted throughout the schools, you know. One
here, one there, maybe two here, like that. But no blacks... we, we weren't, we weren't being
hired at all. We were just pushed in because the jobs were already filled, and we were just pushed
in here and there. Because I remem-, recall when they integrated in Tazewell County, the elderly
lady that I stay with now, she went to the high school, and a coach went to the high school.
There's another lady, one went to Tazewell Junior High School, one went to Tazewell High
School-that was not allowed to teach the children, she kept study halls. One went over on-, to
the elementary school here in Bluefield, Virginia. You know, it was that type of a situation. But
no, and I ha<;l been promised a job down here at our little old high school, just before, because I
had just graduated. And there was a math opening. And they had a math substitute. Well, then
they integrate that year. So, I did not get that job because they didn't need, they did not need me
after they integrated. So, my first year, the first year that I worked, I worked in Danville,
Virginia. So, I had to travel away from home, to Danville, Virginia, to get a job, because there
were no openings around here for me.
RW-N: So, the immediate impact on that was somewhat negative, right?

VB: Right, right. And I, and along with it also, I think for the children, for the black children, uh,
it wasn't the best. Because when they were in these, their segregated schools, they were, they
had their cheerleaders and their, uh, majorettes and all of this. But after integration, it cut down.
Some schools maybe had one black cheerleader, some maybe not any at all. And that, I can recall
when uh, when uh schools consolidated in Bluefield, West Virginia, Fairview was out in the ritzy
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neighborhood, Central was right up here on the avenue-you all passed it coming down his way.
I taught at Central Junior High School, and then there were the Fairview teachers. Well, when
they consolidated, and, uh, the two schools went together and formed Bluefield High School. So,
as I say, I always talk to the children, and they would always, they would, if they had time and I
had time, they'd just come and talk with me. So, a group of little girls, these were white girls,
came to me one day and they said, "Oh, Ms. Bradshaw," she said, "oh, I feel so bad that we have
to go to the school with the Fairview children, because you know they're the rich children, and
you know we're the poor ones." And she said, "And Ms. Bradshaw, you know, they gonna, they
gonna get to be all the cheerleaders and everything." So, I said, "Listen, Lorie, now you know
how we feel!" [laughs] I said, "That's just what happened to us." I said, ''I can understand what
you are saying." And I was chosen as--and there were two teachers from the Central, and two
from Fairview, that were chosen to pick the children that would name the school and the uh, what
do you call it, like Tazewell County War Hawks, what do you call it?

A,!!: The mascot.
VB: Yeah, and all that. We did all that, and the colors. And so, this white teacher and I chose
the children to do that. They kept me busy. I was, I was always busy because they knew I cared
for the children.
AB: What about the Woman's Movement? Was there any impact from that on your life?
VB: Not really mine ... because, you know, like when all this started, you know, I was, of course,
I had my children, and I was getting up in age. And, of course, didn't want to do anything but
teach. [chuckles] So, really it didn't really,

uh. for me it didn't.

good and it had, it had its good points.
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But I think it was good. It was

RW-N: Why do you think it was good?

VB: I think it was good in that there were uh, a lot of women that wanted to work jobs, you
know, to really make more money, that had families to support. And they could get some of the
jobs, you know, like the men do. Like we had around here some that worked in the mines, and
worked on the railroad. And they could earn a good salary.

A!!: And you don't see any problem with that?
VB: No, no, I didn't. I wouldn't want to do it, but for the ones, the ones that want to, okay.
Because a lot of women really enjoyed doing, you know, things like that. But not for me, I
wouldn't have wanted to.

RW-N: So, you seem to be saying that although your life was kind ofin place at that time (VB:
Yes, yes), that greater opportunities exist now for other women (VB: Right) because of the
Women's Movement? (VB: Right, right, right) So, do you uh, have you ever defended that
movement? The Women's Movement? How do you think other people feel about it? Your
friends, your acquaintances?

VB: Well, as we talk, some of them say, some say they think it's good, others say, "Well,
women have a certain place," you know, that's the way, the feeling of some. (RW-N: Uh-huh)
But anymore, women are joining in the service and everything. Now, I, I wouldn't want that, I
wouldn' t want to be in a war and be in a battle. I think that's a little rough for women. But they
choose to do that.
AB: Uh, what impact do you think being black has had on your life?

VB: Well, I really, I really don't know because I have never asked for a job that I didn't get. I
was lucky with getting jobs. The only impact I think, the only thing that bothered me really was
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not being able to go to the places you wanted to go, and do the things you wanted to do. And
like for instance, as I was speaking of going to these-, to the bus tenni-, going-, if you wanna eat,
you want to sit down and eat like anyone else, you know, just little things like that. But really
not, no big things, because I was lucky withjobs ... as I always, as I say to people when they say
they can't find a job.

RW-N: Do you think it's harder to be a black person?

VB: Yes. Yes, I think so. (AB: Why?) Just because, because we're ...just the old bit,just
because of what has happened so long ago, you know. Just a carry over from years back. And
you think lots of times that now that the children, you know, would be much better off.-with the
blacks, you know-but it's so much deceit. You can't really tell who your friend is, [chuckling]
you know, ;w ith the children. Because they would talk with me and they would have this friend
and oh, they, oh, we were .... oh, excuse me .... [VB speaking to a relative - tape shut off then on]
.... yeah, they would be the best of friends, and the next thing you know this one had said this and
that, and had, you know, had, had a disturbance going.
~: This is a cross-racial...(VB: Mrnm-hmm) ... name calling or something like that?

Y!!: Yeah, yeah, yeah.
RW-N: Do you think it's harder to be a woman than a man? I just asked you if it's harder to be
black, and you said yes. Right? Is it harder to be a woman than a man?
VB: [chuckling] Well, for me I don't think so. Cause you know, again, you get back to job

opportunities and all this business, you know.

RW-N: Do we have to talk about race, though, when we talk about that? I mean, is it
particularly hard for black men to find jobs, harder than for white men?
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VB: I would say yes.

RW-N: So, those things come together perhaps?

,Y!!: Yes, yes, yes, job opportunities.
AB: What about opportunities to, uh, for women to not only have jobs but to move freely in the
society, to go where you want to go, to stay out at night if you want to without people deciding
. that you were a bad woman, or so, if you do certain kinds of things? Is that ever a problem?

,Y!!: Uh, around, you know, as far as I know around here, not really. You know, you have these
few that people spot. You know, but no, I wouldn't think so. Uh, and then, too, as far as the
races, a black woman has always had more freedom of doing things than a black man, anyway,
through the years, you know. Women can get by with things that men, that men can't. Because I
know even in a, even in a working situation at school, you know, the principal can be just as
friendly as can be with a woman teacher, a black woman teacher. But you can see, with a black
man, the friendship isn't, you know, he doesn't seem as friendly as he does to most of the ladies.

RW-N: Well, you know, some people who have written about these things say that black women
carry the burden of racism and they carry the burden of sexism, as well, all right? That, that it is

harder and more limiting to be a female than to be a male. So that black women really kind of had
a double burden. You don't seem to be saying that, right? You seem to be saying they have the
burden of racism, but not so much the gender or the sex [inauchole].

VB: Right, right, right.

RW-N: Except I think that you'd agree . . .
VB: That's the way it's been with me. I've never had problems, you know. I guess I go with a
smile and you know and-, not with a-, and, and through it all, I never go with a chip on my
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shoulder. You know, I'm willing to meet you halfway all the time.

RW-N: In fact, let me, let me ask you a little bit more about that. If you were to describe
yourself in four or five words, how would-, what really captures you?

VB: Well ... [laughs]

RW-N: How do you see that?
VB: I'd say I'm a busy person. I'm outgoing. I have lots of friends. Uh, and I just, and I'm a
sharing person, and a helpful person. I like to help in any way I can. And as far as, around the
neighborhood, the elderly people, I just help them in any way I can.

RW-N: Do you feel that that becomes an awful heavy load to carry, to try to be helping so many
people?

VB: Well, I've gotten to the place right now that it is. Uh, because this elderly lady that I keep
now, (RW-N: yes) when I, when I started to doing this, uh, she was my teacher. And I would
take her to the grocery store and do little things for her through the years. Well, when she and
her sister were there alone, I just decided to go ahead, help them some. And then Mrs. Painter,
the one that's still living, was taking care of the sister, the one-, the other one that was sick. So, I
would uh, take her to the store and do all the things I could. Well, then Mrs. Painter got sick.
Well, when she became ill, then I just sort of started to go to help them Had I ever dreamed this
would have gone on for eight years, I, you know, I wouldn't, I wouldn't have. And once you get
involved like that, you know, just to pull out now, with her not having anyone, I can't do it. And
it is a hardship for me now. I have-, on-, during the-, on holidays, I always cook a big-, cook
dinner for my fumily. My family comes in and we eat, and I leave my family to go, you know, to
see ... [chuckles]
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AB: Going to see about her.
VB: And it is, it really is now. And as I get older, you know, I'd rather have a little time, a little
more time to sit around than to busybody all the time. And there's another elderly man in the
community that I, of course, got social service to help him, and to hire, hire someone for him, and
I'd take him to the hospital and to the doctor's, and what not. I even made him, and had to fuss
with him, made him get some insurance so he could be buried when he died. [laughs] And would
pay it. He would, he would at times decide, "I'm not gonna pay my insurance, I'm not gonna do
it." And I paid it three or four times.

AB: As you look back on your life, are there some really important moments that seem to
punctuate your movement through life?

VB: Well, l'lltell-, number one, I'm a family person. And I love to do things and be with my
family. Uh, and just like a, I'm a family perso°' as I say, I try to be helpful to anyone and
everyone. But as important moments ... (RW-N: Well, did you ever... ) I work with my church.

RW-N: Think of: if you kind of think of your following a path through life, right; each one
follows our own little path. Were there certain. .. what are the things that really pushed you down
that particular path ag~ that were transitions changing parts in your life, that really changed
your life in some way?

VB: Well after, after I married and had my family, that was a push. (RW-N: Mmrn-hmm)
Because I had promised them, I had told them that they had to have an education. So, that's one
reason why I had to get some education to help them along. Well, then it was a push, you know,
I've been behind my children all the time. And of course, the ones that need help, if I've got it, I
help them And, of course, these two young guys that you see around here, uh, they're my
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grandsons {RW-N: Yes), and I took them at an early age. And I've raised those grandsons.

RW-N: Was going back to school one of those times in your life where you did something that
changed your life?
VB: I would say that did change my life. I would say, had I not gone ...as I look around at some-,

at my friends, the ones that I was in a-, we had a card club. The ones ofus that were in that card
club together, most of them never-and my husband worked on the railroad just like most of
theirs. But they never worked, they never did much, you know. And they didn't take part; I've
always been, I've always been a community person. I always took part in, in the community. I
was a Brownie leader, president, president of the uh ofmy school's PTA...

RW-N: You might have done those anyhow, right?
VB: ... and;all these things.
RW-N: You think you might have done those anyhow?
VB: I might have. I might have.
RW-N: Then what did becoming a teacher mean to you? How'd that change your life?
VB: Becoming a teacher was just something I really wanted to do. And it really didn't, I
wouldn't say it changed my life that much. Because I, I'm the same person. I didn't-sometimes
people tend to think that teachers think they're on a pedestal. But I've never, I never have been
like that. I still have had the same ones that were my friends years ago, they're still my friends.
But, I'll tell you what, some of those friends would sort of, at times, treat me a little cool.
[chuckles]

RW-N: Because ofyour.... because of your going back to school?
VB: Right. And I can recall that I was president of that club most of the time until I, until I went
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back to school and got my degree. After that, they would elect anybody but me. (laughs] They
would not let me be president.

RW-N: So, do you think they felt somewhat jealous?

VB: I think. I think there is jealousy. (RW-N: uh-huh) I think there is jealousy with a lot of
people. But I've always been one to push on and, you know, to help.

RW-N: Let me ask you something else about that. When you went back to schooi that had been
something you had been wanting to do for years. (VB: Right, right) Was there a particular sense
of accomplishment out of that?

VB: Yes, it was.
RW-N: I mean, did that mean something to you, to your life, (VB: It did. Yes) that you had done
that?

YJ!: Yes, because that was what, that was my goal.

That was my goal to finish college and to get

a degree. Well, I did reach my goal. And started on my master's, but I had to quit to take care of
my mom. I have several hours, got several hours, but Mom, I quit that to take care of Mom.
And I have a sister that teaches now at Bluefield Junior High School, that would not have a
degree had I not pushed her. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) 'Cause as I say, Momma was not a pusher.
And I just made-, "Mom, you've got to make her go. You've got to make her go." Now that

was during the time when I wasn't in school. That was during the time when I was having my
children and was taking care of them. And she was so angry with me. She didn't speak to me for
a week or two. And I said, "Mom, you've got to." And I said, "I'll help you, I'll help." And I
helped, I helped to educate her.

RW-N: What would you consider, as you look back on your life, what are your major
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accomplishments in your life? What do you feel good about?

VB: You know, I feel good about a lot of things. You know, soine of the things I feel good
about, I feel good about my family. I feel good that when my, my husband died at an early age,
that I was self-supporting, I could take care of myself. I felt good about that. I feel good that
people respect me. People respect me in the community. And I feel good about that. Uh, I've,
I'm chairman of my church. Of course, right now, we're closed because we had a need for a
furnace during the winter and couldn't afford-, and the people wasn't-, it's a small church and
wasn't giving, giving like they should. And so right now, we're in the process of getting going
again. (RW-N: Mrnm-hmm) And I've been attending the Methodist Church; my faith is Christian;
I belong to a Christian church.

AB: So, you feel good about your church work? (VB: Yes) Are there other things that you feel
good about? [tape recorder beeping, signaling end of tape]

VB: I feel good about my accomplishments as I taught. Uh, when I taught, uh, in uh, in Bluefield,
I was nominated for teacher of the year twice. Uh, I was, I, I uh, presented workshops for
teachers. Uh, the principals were always asking me to do something. And they always kept me
busy. So, I felt good about that. And, of course, as I was in the store one day, buying candles for
my National Junior Honor Society, and , uh, so this boy-white boy, of course--and I was
talking to a lady, and I said, "Well. I need X number." I said, "I'm gonna have National Junior
Honor Society installation." So, he looked at me, he said, "You do National Junior Honor
Society?" And I said, "What's wrong with that?" [chuckles] I said, "Why, isn't that a black
teacher's job?" And he just looked at me. And that had to be the only reason why he asked me
that, because as I thought, you know, I didn't know of any, any other blacks that did do National
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Junior Honor Society.

M: Would you be able to give us a few minutes when you come back to wind up, when you
come back from taking him down? [Mrs. Bradshow had to drive a relative someplace]

VB: Take him and then come back?
AB: Can you give us another maybe ten minutes?

VB:Okay.
[tape recorder beeping]
[interview resumes after a break]

,A!!: I guess one of the things that I'd like to know, if you had your life to live over again, is there
anything that you would do differently?

VB: ThaCs a hard question. [laughs] That's-, well, number one, I would, I would finish school the

first time; I wouldn't wait to go back the second time. I would go on and get my degree while I
was there, I'd do that. But that's a hard question. I don't know. I've had a good life. I had a
good husband that was always nice and go along, you know. And, of course, you can see I was
one of these that done what I wanted to, and went places I wanted to go; he never complained.
And he never complained about his meals. I always was one that would get meals, you know,
cook and do all the things that I was supposed to do, but ifl was late with 'em or anything, he
was ·always patient or would get it himself.
!_!!: Well, when you say "things I was supposed to do," what-, how do you define "supposed to
do"?

VB: You know, I felt like, I feh like, if you're a mother, you need to see that your children's got
food and their clothes are ready and things. I feel that way, as a mother.
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AB: You don't see that as part of the man's responsibility to the family?
VB: Uh. as I came along, it-, they didn't do it as much as they do it now, so, I didn't, you know,
we really didn't think that much about it like we do now. Because so many, so many women
didn't work then. They didn't have, you know, they were home all the time. But once I started
to work, things changed. He did things that he had not done before, when I was working. But
during that time, I used to feel like ...

END OF TAPE 2 - SIDE 1
BEGIN TAPE 2 - SIDE 2
RW-N: It sounds to me that you've taken on a lot of work in your life.

VB: I have. I've been a busy person.
RW-N: You've been a very busy person.

VB: Yeah, I really have. I really have. And, and I've been well, through the years, you know.
AB: Did retirement bother you, when you quit working to come home?
VB: Not one bit. It did not bother me. I'm, I'm this type of person too. I make up my mind, I
decide what I'm going to do. And ifl decide that I'm going to retire, and I retire, I'm not going
to worry about it. Because no one made me do it. I could have worked a few more years. But I
decided I'm going to retire. But I had planned to substitute some. And I did, for one year. And
then I ran into this lady that needed me, and that's why I didn't substitute any more, because she
needed me really more than substituting. And it was easier to help her. And then, see, I helped
her there three or four months for nothing. Then she started to pay me. So once she started to
pay me, you know, that was better than substituting because I could go later and I didn't have to
dress. [laughs] Yes, I've been a busy person.
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Now, I don't usually get up in the mornings until about eight, get up about eight o'clock. And
once I get up in the morning at eight o'clock, I'm busy. I go, I'm busy all day long. I'm doing,
going and doing. You see, time you .. .I got to get Jane's medicine and Ms. Painter's
medicine ... their meals. Yeah. And I don't do as much housework as I used to. You can look at
my house and tell that. But I used to, I used to really put a lot of work in the house. But now, by
the time I do things otherwise and I realize, I'm getting, I realize I'm sixty-nine, so I just. ...

RW-N: How do you see your life, as you look back on it? Uh...
[Someone talking in background; slight discontinuity on the tape. Conversation has shifted to
Mrs. Bradshaw's return to college.]

VB: About the age ofmy sister, Barbara And a lot of the children had been to the house. You
know, I knew some of them (RW-N: Yes) And they were so nice to me. (RW-N: You were
comfortable.) Yeah, I did, I was. And they were, the children were so nice to me, the
youngsters. Of course, as I say, I've always liked young people. [laughs]

RW-N: I'm sorry, but I had forgotten your field in teaching.

VB: Math.
RW-N: In math; that's what I thought so, but I wasn't sure. When you mentioned before about
wanting to be a teacher and, of course, you had to decide on math, was there something alluring
about math? I mean, was there something really interesting about math that you liked?

VB: Well, I just, I just liked math. And I always did well. You know, I did well in school with
math.

RW-N: Does that make it fun? Does that make it-, was that challenging to you, (VB: yes) was it
fun to do math?
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VB: It was fun to do math. I really enjoyed it. And I can recall, you know, when I was a child, a
little girl, Dad would take us to the store with him sometimes. And then that's when they had to
add this grocery list up, you know. And Dad bought his groceries, he had a long list of things.
And uh, this-, the uh-, when the fellow adding them up, he was, he was off two pennies. So, I
said to Daddy, and as he was going, I was counting along with him, you know. So, I said,
"Daddy, he cheated you out of two pennies." [chuckles] And Daddy, and so he went back and
counted it again, and the grocer did. And he said, "You're right." And he said, "I'm gonna give
these two pennies to you." Well, then, you could do something with a penny then. You could get
a piece of candy that big [measuring with her hand] for a penny. So, and, and, you know, I just,

anywhere there were numbers, you know, just sort of fascinated me.

RW-N:

l mean, did you have any sense that you also wanted to develop that skill more?

AB: When you went back to college. (RW-N: when you went back to school)
VB: When I went back, I went back thinking, "I'll try math. [laughs] But if! don't think I can
handle it, since I've been out so long, I'll have to change my field." But, and while I was out, I
helped my sisters and my children; my sisters and brothers and my children. So, I had kept up
pretty good. Because I think I said once before, during the time I was before, during the time I
was out of school, that's when the phase that modern came, came into being (RW-N: Yes). And,
and with them bringing the books home and not knowing what to do with them, so I'd have to dip
into those books and figure out and you know, do for them So, I did pretty good. So I stayed
with it.

RW-N: I guess what I'm trying to get at, and I don't think that I'm asking it well, is you gave us
two, three reasons for going back to school, all right. Or for wanting-, you wanted to be a
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teacher to begin with, (VB: Right) economic security, (VB:Right) kind of making something of
yourself I guess I'm trying to ask you about another dimension of it. Was there anything ...or
how important or not important was it to you, this idea of sort of developing your mind and
being challenged mentally? That wasn't as important in the equation for you?

VB: For me, as going back to school? (RW-N: Yes) Well, uh, it-, I always, as a little girl, said
that I'm going to finish college. So, I really wanted to. It was important to me to do that,
because that was my goal. My goal was to, was to get a degree. Yeah, so it was. Did that
answer you?

RW-N: No. Was, was part of, was part of that what you wanted to do with your mind?

VB: Yes! Yes, I wanted to-, my-, I had a busy mind; I was always doing something. [chuckles]
Yes, I'd say, I would say.

RW-N: I mean, you chose that. You didn't choose to become the world's best roller skater,
right? (VB: Right) So, it had to do with really developing your mind, (VB: Right) having that
kind of skill? (VB: Right. Right. Right.)
AB: Did it also have something to do with the confidence that you were a thinker, that you could

handle schoolwork.
VB: Yes. I feh like I could when I was-you know, when I was in school. I did well. And uh, I

had kept up along the way. So, I feh like-but I didn't know with the new math, whether it
would be too uh, too much for me or not. So but I, I kept it up.
AB:

Uh. could we switch the subject again? I'd like to go back and talk with your family, uh,

about your family a little bit. When, when, as we talk with people, and as I've looked at my own

family, we found that there has been a lot of racial mixing. And this is the question now, with the
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whole census thing and what they're going to do with that. Do you have racial mixing in your
· parents' family? I mean, were there white relatives, or Indians, or uh, were there any stories
about that in your, your mother and father's families?

VB: Uh, my grandfather, my grandfather's mother was an Indian. So, there's the Indian.
AB: Where, where in uh... ?

VB: In Tazewell, in Tazewell County (AB: Here in this county?) Uh-huh, in Tazewell County.
AB: Do you remember the Indian tn'be?
VB: No, I don't, I really don't.
A]!: How do you feel about interracial marriages?

VB: I have one. That, that, that fellow that just went through here? (AB: Mmm-hmm) He's
married to :a white lady.

AB: And how do you feel about that?
VB: It's fine.
AB: Was it a surprise to you when it happened?

YJ!:

Well, he, not really because, you know, they had been dating. And I really would rather, I

really, that they would marry in their race. But, if it happens, it does, you know, it's all .... I can
handle it because through the years, with my doing around, I have mingled, I've mingled with
white people a lot. I've mingled with them a lot. And uh, with my other kind of work I used to
do sometimes, like baby sitting, and I'd keep their children for them, you know, sometimes for
one or two days.
RW-N: Why would you rather that marriages be within the one race?

VB: You know, it seems-, I think, I guess, the only thing is because of cultural the cultural
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pattern, I think .. .1 think more or less. 'Cause uh, in uh, as sometimes, some of the things that uh,
that, you know, we talk about and do, it's new; Sonya doesn't know about, you know, it's news
to her, you know. And uh, but uh. ...
AB: Do you all visit back and forth? Does she visit with you and what not?
VB: Right now they are separated. But she does. She had the children down yesterday. Yeah,

they came down yesterday.
AB: How do her parents feel about the union?

~: Their parents didn't like it at all, the thought of it all in the beginning, when they were dating.
But after she became pregnant, it was okay, then, you know. Then they were all, you know,
ready for Russ, ready for Russ to marry. And for me, I feel like, and I, and I've always told my
grandsons, iokay, if anybody gets pregnant, you've got a wife. If they want you. [laughs] I've
always told them that. I said, "If they want you, you got yourself a wife."
AB: Do her parents accept the children?
VB: Yes, yes, they do.

RW-N: Is that the picture of them?
VB: Uh-huh, that's when they were little. That's when they was just little. They were here

yesterday, they got heads full of big curls. And, of course, you can see Rusty's complexion and
what not, and they have blue eyes.
RW-N: Rusty, in fact, is very light.
VB: Yeah, that's ... matter of fuct. ..
RW-N: Well, that came from where? Because you said that in your family, in the background,
you know that there's some American Indian but. .. ?
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VB: Uh, his grandfather. (RW-N: His grandfather?) Uh-huh. My husband.

· RW-N: Who was light-skinned?
VB: Light skinned, uh-huh.
AB: So there must be some white in your....

YJ!: Yeah, yeah. [inaudible] that picture.
RW-N: Now that you mention it to me, I do remember seeing that picture once.
VB: Uh-huh, uh-huh.

AB: So there must have been some white relatives on your husband's side.
VB: There must have been, yeah. Uh, I think, well, you know, like-, Albert's father and mother
separated when he was just a youngster. And uh, Poppa Sandy never really told him much, you
know. But [chuckles] I would say to him, that I believe, I, I would tell him that I believe that his,

I believe his father was white. That's what I used to tell Albert. "Albert, I believe your daddy's
father was white." And, of course, in the bible, when he put, you know, in Albert's family bible,
they didn't have, you know, his father's name was not in there. But his father looked just like a
white person, just like a white man.

AB: Mmm-hmm. And his name was not in the family bible?
VB: His-, un-un, not his, not in Albert's family? (AB: Uh-huh) Albert's family started with his
daddy. And his, his grandmother' s name was in there.
AB: And that was the one you called Papa Sandy, was his father?

VB: Yeah, yeah.

A]!: And so, you had, uh, no, no father for Papa Sandy.
VB: No father for Papa Sandy, (AB: And that's the one you believe was white.) but his mother,
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but his mother was in there. (AB: Uh-huh) His mother's name was in there, yeah. So, I, used to
tell Albert and, he said, "Yeah, I believe so, too," said, "Papa never talks about it, Papa don't talk
about it." I guess .... And, then, too, those old people back then didn't tell 'em nothing, didn't tell
'em too much I don't guess. Yeah, so, this other grandson, too, the one's that 1...I don't think
you all saw Brian the last time, did you? You saw this one last time, okay. And Brian is too.
They're both (AB: Are very fair) Of course, my children are. My children (AB: are fair skinned)

all are fair-skinned. (AB: Mmm-hmm) My son, he's, he's, well, he's darker, he's darker than
they are. He's the only one that's as brown, as brown as he is. Yeah, they are.

RW-N: Let me go back to a question that I started to ask you before. When you look back on
your life, how would you descn'be it to yourself? Let me give you some examples of, of what
people say about their lives. (VB: Okay) Sometimes they say, "Oh, my life is just kind of a path
that is very smooth." Sometimes they say it's a path that's bumpy, goes up and down.
Sometimes they say it's a path that just got better and better as, as it went along. And sometimes
they say it's a path that got worse and worse. (VB: Uh-huh) Other people say, "I don't see my
life as a path, I see it like chapters in a book, where certain things happened here and then it
changed, and so it's almost like a different chapter, even though I'm in all of the chapters." How
do you see yours?
VB: Well, I think that's what mine is more like, chapters.

RW-N: You see it like chapters?
VB: Uh-huh, yes. It's (RW-N: How so?) more like chapters. (RW-N: How so?) 'Cause now,
when I, of course, when I was young, you know, like that there, I had a chapter. Then I married
and I had the children. And I worked along with those children there and we had a chapter. The
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children grew up and then when I went back to school, you know, just sort of like that, my
husband, my husband died at a young age. And then I sort of more or less took over everything
then, in the family. And that was like-my husband's been dead, when did Albert die? '84 or
'86? Eight-four or eighty-six. He's been dead ... was it '84 or '86? [overlapping voices] I got it
right in that drawer over there:

RW-N: I think you actually did-, probably had given us the date so we know approximately.
VB : Yeah, okay. So it was more or less, it was, it was more or less like chapters.
RW-N: So, one ofthem was when you went back to school? (VB: Yeah). And then, what
happened?

Y]!: I finished school...then I...
RW-N: Became a teacher (VB: Mmm-hmm). And then ...

VB: Then I retired, yeah, after, after I had taught.
RW-N: And does another chapter begin when your husband dies?
VB: When my husband died, yeah, I sort of took on, you know, everything, I became the man
and the woman of the family. And that was like a chapter. (RW-N: Yes, yes) And then I retired
and went into this new life that rm into now. And I would say like chapters. I would. That
would be, that would be the best way I think to describe it.

RW-N: Was there a best time in your life, when you look back on it?

VB: As I look back on my life, let me see. Well, frankly, I really enjoy now. But I'm pretty busy.
I would like, I would not like to be as busy as I am. But I really enjoy now, (RW-N: now) that
the children are grown and uh, and I don't, you know. I have grandchildren and I have greatgrandchildren, so.
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~ : When you talk about being busy, do you have any leisure time for yourself? I mean, are
· there times when you go take a hot bath [VB laughing] with a candle, and some perfume in the
water? (VB: No, not really) Do you have time to watch TV, read books, go to movies?

VB: Uh, I belong to, uh, I'm a member of the Links, the Coquettes Club ... (RW-N: The what?)
The Coquettes Club; that's a social club.

RW-N: How do you spell that?

VB: C-o-q-u-e-t-t-e-s, Coquettes, and the Les Modernes Club. See, so I belong to three clubs.
RW-N: What's the third one?
VB: Les Modernes, that's a french name.

RW-N: Would you spell that?

VB: L-e-s-m-o-d-e-r-n-e-s, Les Modernes.
AB: Those are all women's clubs?

.YJ!: All women's clubs.

All professional women in the Les Modernes. We are all professional

women.

RW-N: And you belong to your church? (VB: Right) And you have a part-time job, which is
[inaudible] [Mrs. Bradshaw laughing]

~: And you're rearing your grandchildren and you're looking after your sister?

VB: Yes, so, uh-huh. And I really enjoy, now, that's where I enjoy my clubs. And, of course, in
the, uh, in both, two of them I'm secretary in two of those clubs. And I usually am some kind of
officer, do something with the Links. I have been vice-president. I won't take the presidency
right now, because I'm too busy; they tried, I'm too busy.
AB: But you don't have time to-, I mean, you don't read or watch TV, or ....
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VB: I don't do much, uh-huh, I don't read. I don't do much reading. Just something that I feel
like I need to read I do. When I watch TV, usually-now when I come home, after I get Mrs.,
uh, get Mrs. Painter all squared away down there, and I come home, I watch TV at night, I watch
the inspirational station. And that's mostly, you know, the preaching and the preachers and that
kind of thing. Not unless there's some special or something or what not, I want to see. I never
have been a big TV fan.

AB: Your boys don't drag you out to see sports with them?
VB: I-, yeah, when they were playing sports, I did. But Rusty, this one that went out, he played
football and basketball and I didn't miss a game. I always supported them. And this other one,
Brian, started out to play. But when he was in, on the junior team, we discovered that he still had
the heart murmur that the doctor said he would outgrow. So, I would not let him do sports after
that. But before that, I'd always go with him, too. And they started with Little League.

AB: Do you watch sports on TV at all?
VB: Occasionally. I'm not a big sports fan. Occasionally. I never have really been really a
sports fan, but I always went to the games to support Rusty. And uh, even when I was in school,
I would go to [chuckles] the football game and have a ball. Didn't know what was going on.
Until they made a touch down. [ laughs] Talk to my friends, and just entertain, had a big time
sittin' up in the grandstand. So, I never have been into sports a lot. When I was in high schooi I
used to like to play basketball. But I never have.

AB: What about hobbies, uh, and other things? I mean, like do you bowl or anything like that?
VB: No, I don't.
AB: Crochet or make quilts or (VB: No, I don't have time.) any of those kinds of things?
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VB: As I, as I have said, I've always been a busy person. Now, when I was having my children, I
· used to read a lot. I used to read then. I had time then. But since I've gotten into working and
along with my work, I've always had, you know, other things to do. And I've just.... And I very
seldom go to the movies. Uh, I don't think I've been to the movies but two or three times in the

last 15 or 20 years. [chuckles] I tell you, I went to the movies one night and, and, uh, Rusty set
my house on-, Rusty set the house on fire while I was at the movies. I think that really, really did
me in with the movies. He was just a little ole boy, three years old. And my husband and I went
to the movies, and when we came out of the movies, someone was standing out there to say,
"Your house is on fire." [AB: chuckle] So, I think that really did me with movies.

RW-N: Where do you see the next years of your life going? How do you look at them, what,
what, what do you expect from those years?

VB: Now, that's Brian; that's that other one. (RW-N: Hello, Brian) He's a Bluefield State
graduate. Well, I, I, I don't want to say I'm going down hill [inaudible] Ms. Painter's. [laughter]
I know what I don't want. But I have to, she begs me so hard not to put her in a home, but to
look at her, looks like she's good for ten or fifteen more years, I tell you.

M: That means you're taking good care of her.
VB: Well, that's what everybody says to me. Says the care she gets, no telling how long she'll be
around. I say, "Yeah, because she doesn't wear herself out because she's bedfast and in the bed
all the time," you know.
AB: So, you'd like to kind of ultimately give up that, that work (VB: Right, I'd like to, I'd like

to.) so that would free you for other things. (VB: Yes, I would) Is there anything else that you
would like to do? I mean, if you had all that leisure time, what would you do?
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VB: Now, traveling, traveling is not my, that's not my bag. I'm afraid to fly, I'm afraid of the
water [laughs]. And I have only flown once, last summer.

~

I had-, my daughter, my baby girl

is in California, and I had never been to visit her. And my grand-, she has another-, she has three
sons, I've got these two, and she's got another one. So, he graduated from high school. So, I
had to go to his commencement. So, I did fly last year to California. And my friends were so
glad, because Susie Guyton just begs me to fly and go. [reference to a friend who has been
interviewed for this project}. And she was so glad I was gonna fly. "Oh, Velma, now we can go
places." But I couldn't like it. [laughs]

AB: Well, you seem like you're a happy person.
VB: I am, I am. (AB: the smile on you) I'm happy doing-, I'm happy doing what I do. And I
have a couple of sisters, one of 'em [inaudible] the other day said to me, "Oh, Velma, you still
doing for Ms. Painter." Said, "You don't do, you don't get to do nothing." I said, "Wait a
minute, let's take a check." I said, "What are you doing?" [chuckles] I said, "You-, I belong to
social clubs, and I do church work," and I said, ''I'm busy." And I said, "You don't do one thing
but stay at home." And then they're, they're worrying about me. [laughs] I said, "I'm, I'm happy,
I really am." The only thing I'd just like to, you know, not have-, be able to spend more time with
my fumily. And, and now say as it gets warm, I don't want to give Jane her dinner. See, I have
to feed my sister, too. I don't want to have to give Jane her sis-, her dinner, and eat my dinner,
and then here I go down the hill [refers to going to Mrs. Painter's home]. I'd like to sit down.
and you know, rest.. .rest a little bit and just, just sit.

AB: Have you ever thought of marrying again?
VB: I never have. I guess it's because I've had so many people around me and so many people to
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do for. It never-, I never have. And uh, when I was married, I, you know, I was happy. I was
happy with my husband cause-and then, too, I always will say, it would be my luck to get
someone that would be altogether different from Albert. You know, someone to boss me around,
and tell me what to do. And ohhh, I'm not used to that. [laughs] 'Cause I do, I go, you know, I
go to my clubs and we're always doing things, you know, so there's places to go. So, I...

AB: Don't need a man in your life.
VB: I don't need a man; I don't need a man.
RW-N: So you're content right now with your life. (VB: I'm content.) You'd just like to have it
a little bit slower.

VB: Right, right. And see, I'm never by myseU: see, cause I have Jane all the time. My son's
never married; he's with me. (RW-N: Yes) And uh, he has a daughter, but he's not married. Uh,
he's with me. And these grandsons. Brian's never been married. Of course, Rusty left me but
he's back again. [Inaudible] he comes and goes. [chuckles] Yeah, I am. I'mjust as happy as I
can be.

RW-N: Thank you for all of your time. Uh, we know how busy you are, and so ....
VB: Uh, I stopped you earlier when I had a question, you know, and I told you I wanted at ask.
You had said you went back to schooL so I wondered (RW-N: uh-huh) what your days were like,

if your days were similar to mine. Were your days similar to mine when you went back to school?

RW-N: We!L they were very busy. I did have some of those experiences that you had (VB: uhhuh) about people wondering why you wanted to go back. (VB: uh-huh) People didn't seem to
be able to understand that. (VB: That's-, mmm-hmm, mmm-hmm) Uhm, and I think that, I think

it does become threatening to husbands sometimes.
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VB: Yeah, yeah. Now, that's the only thing that bothered him. But he was so-, he was real nice
· about that. He-, I could see he was acting a little strange. (RW-N: mm-hmm) So, then he said to
me, he said, uh, said, "You know what?" Said, "The boys," he said, "the boys have been telling
me that when you finish school, when you get your degree, you're gonna leave me, because I
don't even have a high school diploma." (RW-N: Yes) So, I said to him then, I said, "Don't you
worry about it. When lget ready to leave you, you'll be the first to know." [laughing] I said,
"You'll be the very first to know." So, after that, he settled down.
RW-N: Uh-huh. Were there any questions about the project in general that you wanted to ask us
about?

VB: Yeah, now, what will-, the material that you all are getting now, what will you make some
kind of-, will you do it in sort of...

END OF INTERVIEWS
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